Components of Inventory Change

1957 TO 1959 COMPONENTS

GENERAL

This report presents statistics onthe counts and character-
istics of the components of chenge in the housing inventory,
1957 to 1959, The statistics relate to such components as new
construction and other additiops, conversions, mergers, demoll-
tions and other losses, and dwelling units that were the same
for the 1957-1959 period. Data are based on information for
a sample of dwelling units enumerated in the December 1959 Com-
ponents of Inventory Change survey as part of the 1960 Census
of Housing. The survey was designed to measure changes since
the 1956 National Housing Inventory, taken in December 1956,
The period covered in this report 1s referred to as 1957 to
1959, Because changes since 1956 were measured on & unit-by.
unit basis, the dwelling unit ae defined in the 1956 survey
(and the 1950 Census) was used a8 the reporting unit.

This report presents simple distributions of the basic
1959 and 1956 characteristics <Tor the total inventory end for
the components of change., The 1959 characteristice for the
total inventory are presented in this report +to show the rela-
tlon of the  characteristice of individual components +to the
total. (Bee 1960 Census of Housing, Volume I, States and Small
Areas, United States Summary for detailed characteristics of
the total inventory, based on the April 1960 enumeration.) For
units classlfied as *same," the 1959 characteristic 1s cross-
tabulated by the 1956 characteristic for temure and color, con-
dition and plumbing facllities, value, and gross rent., For
units classified as "new construction;™ number of rooms, value,
and gross rent are cross-tabulated by selected items.

In this report, separate statistics are published, for
conterminous United States (that is, Unilted States exclusive of
Alaske and Hawail) and each of the four regions, by inside and
outside standard metropolitan statisticel areas. In addition,
statistics for "inside standard metropolitan statistlcal aress®
for the United States are shown separately for dwelling units
*in central cities” and "not in central cities." Both the 1959
and 1956 data relate t0 the boundaries of the standard metro-
politan statistical areas and central citlies designated for
the 1956 National Housing Inventory which were the boundaries
defined for the 1950 Census. In the individual reports for the
nine selected areas (listed on page VII), the data eimilarly
relate to the 1956 boundaries which were the same as the 1980
boundaries except for the Atlanta SMSA (Cleyton County was
added to the area for 1956).

Data on components of change <for the 1950-1959 pericd and
statistics on housing occupied by households that moved in
1958 or 1959 (recent movers)} were also obtained in the 1959
survey and are‘provided in 1960 Census of Housing, Volume 1V,
Components of Inventory Change, Part 1A--1950-1959 Components,
and Part 1B--Inventory Characteristlcs. Part 1A presents sta-
tistics on the counts and characteristics of the 1950 to 1959
components of change. Part 1B presenits data on the character-
istics of units . occupied by recent movers, additional char-
acteristics of selected 1950 to 1959 components of chenge, and
characteristics of available vacant unite. Separate statistics
sre presented for the United States, by regions, and for each
of 17 melected metropolitan areas listed on page III. In the
reports for the United Btates (Parts 1A-1 and 1B-1), the data
relate to the United States including Alaska and Hawali, and to

the standard metropolitan statistical areas and central cities
defined as of June 8, 1959. In the reports for the 17 selected
metropolitan areas, the data for the 15 standard metropolitan
statistical areas relate to the boundaries as of June 8, 1959;
for the 2 standerd consolidated areas, the date pertain to the
boundaries as of December 1959.

DESCRIPTION OF TABLES

The 1959 data in teble 1 and both the 1959 and 1956 data
in tables 2 to 10 are presented for the United States by inside
stendard metropolitan statistical areas (separately for "in
central cities® and "mot in central cities") and outside stand-
ard metropolitan statistical areas. TData for each of the four
reglons are shown by inside and outside standard metropolitan
statisticsl areas, The 1956 data in table 1 are shown only for
total United States and each region, with no detail by inside
and outside standard metropolitan statistical aress,

Except for the data from the 1956 National Housing Inven-
tory report {presented in table 1) which are based on the sam-
ple enumerated for the 1956 survey, all the data in this report
are based on a sample of dwelling units enumerated Tor the 1959
survey. Data on the counts of the components of change are
based on a larger sample than data for the characteristice (see
*Sample design").

Tables A 1o G in the ‘“Summary of Findings®™ present the
1957 to 1959 components of change and summary characteristics
for selected components, Table A shows the source of the 1959
housing inventory whereas table B presents the dlsposition of
the 1956 inventory. Teble C summarizes the net changes in the
housing inventory for the 1957-1959 period. The figures for the
1956 inventory in tebles B and C are based on the December 1959
sample and may.differ, therefore, <from the corresponding 1956
totals in table 1 obtained from the results of the 1956 National
Housling Inventory. Table D presents summary characteristics
for "same” unlts, "new construction® units, and “"demolitions.”
Table E provides selected characteristics for "new construction®
units by number of rooms. The figures in tables A to E have
been rounded to the nearest thousand; hence, the detall may not
add to the totals, Tables F and G summarize changes in rents
and values for "same® unlte by consolidated class intervals.

Table 1 presents 1959 data for the total inventory and
"new construction* units (units built during the period 1957 to
1959). The table also presents 1956 data for the total inven-
tory. Table 1 contains the greatest amount of detail in terms
of the murber of categories shown for an 1tem.

The 1956 data in table 1 were transcribed Zfrom the 1956
National Housing Inventory reports. To permit a direct compar-
ison between the 1959 snd 1956 statistics, units in the “"not
reported" category for s characteristic inl1956 were distributed
in the same proportion es the reporting unite. The 1966 medians
for rent and value in table 1 were computed on the basis of
more detailed tebulation groups than are shown.

The 1959 statistics TFor the total inventory in teble 1 of
this report may be different from the 1959 data In Parts 1A and
1B of Volume IV although the same definitions and concepts were
used to provide both the 1957-1959 components end the 1950-1959
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nomponents,  The differences mamy be stiributed to sampling
variabllity amd changea in boundaries that may have occurred
aince 1986, ({ aectlon on *Area clasgifications® and sections
relating to survey techniques and semple design in this report
and in Part 1A-1 of Volume IV,)

Tabie 7 presents 1989 data for units created since 1956
ard for unite claseified ag "sams.® The components for which
the data are presented in table £ are: Units added through new
congtruction, units added through other sources, units changed
by conversion, unite changed by merger, and "same" unite., For
unlta changed by conversion or merger, the 1959 figures reflect
the number of units resulting from the conversion or merger.

Table 2 presents 1956 date for units removed from the
inventory elnce 1956 snd for "wame" unite, The components for
which the data are shown in table 3 are: Units lost through
demolition, unite lost through other means, unite chenged by
conversion, unite changed by merger, and "same® units, For
unite chenged by conversion or merger, the 1956 figures reflect
the mumber of unites that existed prior to the conversion or
merger.

The 19%6 date In table 3 are besed on units in the sample
for inhe December 1969 survey. The 1956 informetion was tran-
seribed from the 1956 survey record for the unit in the 1959
sample and tabulated by the component of change, Because it
was not poesible to identify some of the units 1n the 1956
records, daté on cheracteristics in table 3 are restricted to
units for which information from the 1956 records was available,
For this reason, and because the data in table 3 are based on
the sauple used in the 1959 gurvey and the 1956 date in table 1
are the results of the sample uped in the 1956 National Housing
Inventory, the sum of the figures inthe five columms in table 3
may differ from the corresponding 1956 figure in table 1. For
example, the number of units with *7 rooms or more” obtained by
adding the entries for the five components intsble 3 may differ
from the 1956 figure for mumber of units with *7 rooms or more"
in table 1.

For *pame” unite, the distribution in tadle 3 represents
the characteristics in 1956, and the distribution in table 2
represents the characteristics in 1959,

Tables 4, B, 6, and 7 are cross-tabulations of 1969 and
19b6 characteristice for unite claseified as *seme* in 1956 and
1989,  The data in theme tables are restricted to “some* units
for which the 1956 records were mvailable. The 1959 character-
istic 1s crosg-tabulated by the 1956 characteristic for temure,
color, and vacancy status in table 4, condition and plumbing
facilities in table 5, value 1in teble 6, and gross rent in
teble 7.

The upper portions of tables 4 to 7 present dats for “same
unite, 1956 end 1959.* This group comprises sll unite that were
reported ag “"same” for the 1957-1959 period and Tor which 1956
characteristice were avallable--the identleal group for which
the 1956 characteristlcs are shown in table 3, Included are
“same® units, 1957 to 1959, which were reported in the 1956
Katlonal Housing Inventory as "game,* 1950 to 1956, as well as
"aame® unite, 1957 4o 1959, which were reported as new con-
struction, added through other sources, conversion, or merger
for the 1950-1966 period., The lower portions of tables 4 to 7
present 1966 and 1959 characteristics for "same units, 1950,
1986, and 195%." The lower sections are restricted to those
unite which were reported as *same* foy both the 1957.1969 and
1900-1956 periods and for which 1956 eurvey ae well as 1950
flemmm charscteristics were available, Thus, units built during
1960 to 1956 which were reported a8 “same® for the period 1957
to 1959 are included in the figures in the upper portions of the
tables but excluded frem the date shown in the lower sections.
On the other hand, unite clesgified as "pame® for the 1980-1956
peried whlch remained "same* 1957 to 1959 are presented sepa-
rately in the lower portiops. These units are also tabulated
with all other "same* units, 1967 to 1969, in the upper por-
tilome c;: tsbles 4 1o 7. Both the upper and lower sections of
the tables present trose-tabulations of the 1959 characteristic
by the 1986 charmcteristic.

Tables 8, 9, and 10 are cross-tabulations of 1959 char-
acteristics for "new construction® units, In table 8, number
of rooms is tebulated by condition and plumbing facilities,
bathrooms, persons, and household composition. In table 9,
value of owner-occupied units is tabulated by rooms, persons,
and household composition. Gross rent of renter-occupied units
is tabulated by the same three ltems in table 10.

Cross-tebulations of date (tables 4 to 10) are not shown
when the table 1s based on fewer than 25 sample cases. With
respect to esimple distributions (tables 1 to 3), the absolute
nwnbers are presented when the base 1s less than 25 sample
cages 5o that consolidetions may be made; the percentages and
medians, however, are not shown for such distributions.

Percentages are not shown 1f they are less than 0.1 per-
cent. Leadere (...) in a data colum indicete - that either
there are no cases 1n the category or the data are suppressed
for the reasons described above, Leaders are also used where
date are inapplicable or not available.

A plus (+) or a minus (-) sign after a median indicates
that the median is above or below that number. For example, a
median of "$5,000-* for value of property indicates that the
median fell in the interval "less than $5,000* and was not com-
puted from the data as tabulated.

MAPS

Included in this report 1s a map of the United States
showing the four regions and & map showing the location of the
standard metropolitan statistical areas. The metropolitan
areas are the same in concept, number of areas, and boundaries
a8 the 168 standard metropolitan areas which were designated
for the 1956 National Housing Inventory and defined as of the
1950 Census, (See section on “Area classifications" for dis-
cussion of the differences between the metropoliten areas pre-
sented in this report and those defined for Parts 1A-1 and 1B-1
of Volume IV.)

RELATION TO APRIL 1960 CENSUS OF HOUSING

The December 1959 Components of Inventory Change survey is
part of the 1960 decennial census program. Although the con-
cepts of components of change are unique to this portion of the
census program, the definitions for many of the characteristics
that were enumerated in 1969 are the same as those used in the
April enumeration of the 1960 Cehsus (see "Definitions and
explanations"). Differences between the Decembsr 1959 survey
and the April 1960 Census include: The use of the *dwelling
unit" concept in 1959 in contrast with the "housing unit" con-
cept in 1960; the use of a sample of land ares segments in 1959
in contrast to the 100-percent coverage Tor some items and &
systematic sample of housing units for others in 1960; and the
extensive use of self-emumeration in 1960 in contrast to direct
Interview and use of the 1956 survey (and 1950 Census) records
in the 1959 survey. In addition, with respect to standard
metropolitan statistical areas, there are differences 1in the
mumber of ereas, their boundaries, and in the designation and
boundaries of the central cities. Further, the date in this
report relate to conterminous United States (that is, United
Btates exclusive of Alaska and Hawall) whereas the April 1960
data for the Nation relate to the United States including Alaska
and Hewaill, As indicated earlier, the December 1959 survey
provides data on characteristics of the components of changs,
whereas the April 1960 Census provides detailed data on charac-
teristics of the total inventory, (See 1960 Census of Housing,
Volume I, Btates and Small Aress, United States Summary, for
more complete discussion of the April 1960 Census.)

Although information for the April 1960 Census was col-
lected am of April 1960, information for the Components of
Inventory Change survey wes collected as of the date of enumer-
ation. For the latter, the bulk of the enumeration was com-
pleted by December 1959, =and the statistics may be regarded as
referring to that date.
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RELATION TO 1956 NATIONAL HOUSING INVENTORY

Data on components of change were collected for the first.

time in the National Housing Inventory survey in 1956, The
1959 program used essentlally the same concepts and both pro-
grams used the "dwelling unit" as the reporting unit. The 1956
program provided separate statistics for conterminous United
States (that is, United States exclusive of Alaska and Hewall)
and regions, inside and outside standard metropolitan statis-
tical areas (with further detsail by "in central cities” and
"not in central cities* for the United States). In addition,
the program provided statistics for each of nine metropolitan
areas--Atlanta, Boaton, Chicago, Dallas, Detroit, Los Angeles,
New York-Northeastern New Jersey, Philadelphia, and Seattle,
Among the subjects covered in the 1956 survey which are
also presented in this report are: Tenure, color, and vacancy
status; persons, and sex and age of head (household compoeition) ;
rooms, units in structure, and year structure bullt; condition
and plumbing facilities; and value, gross rent, and contraci
rent, The concepts are essentlally the same as those used in
the 1959 survey (see 1956 Natlonal Housing Inventory, United

States and Regions, Volume I, Components of Change, 1950 to
1956, and Volume III, Characteristics of the 1956 Inventory).
Where there are differences in concepts for the characteristics
presented in this report, they are discussed in the section on
"Definitions and explanations.” The 1959 procedures made use
of some of the information obtained in the earlier survey (see
"Collectlon and processing of data"). With Tespect to the
boundaries of the geographic areas presented in this report,
they are the same as those defined for the 1956 survey (mee
section on "Area clagsifications").

The 1959 and 1956 characteristics of the total inventory
(table 1) may be compared, taking into account relevant esti-
mates of sampling variability. Comparison of counts mnd char-
acteristics for individual components, however, should be made
with care. Addition of the 1950-1956 results and the 1957-1959
results for a component does not necessarily produce component-
of-change data for the period 1950 to 1959. A unit can change
Irom one component in 1956 to another component by 1959; for
example, a unit can shift from *same" in 1956 to "conversion®
by 1959. A unit lost £rom the inventory between 1950 and 1956
can shift to another type of loss by 1959; for example, a 1950
unit which was changed to nonresidential use in 1954 and demol-
ished in 1958 was recorded as “changed to nonresidential use*
for 1950 to 1956 and "demolished® for 1950 to 1959 (the unit is
not accounted for in the 1957-1959 period because it did not
exist as a dwelling unit for that period). In other cases, a
1950 unit can be lost <from the inventory by 1956 and restored
to its 1950 dwelling-unit use by 1959, Differences inprocedures
for collecting, editing, and tebulating the data also affect
the relation between the 1950-1956 results and the 1957-1959
results.

COMPARABILITY WITH 1950 CENSUS OF HOUSING

Essentially the same definitions, including the "dwelling
unit*® concept, were used in the December 1959 survey as were
used in the 1950 Census of Housing. Similarly, the definitions
used in the 1956 National Housing Inventory were essentially
the same as those used in the 1950 Census.

COMPARABILITY WITH DATA FROM OTHER SOURCES

In the sections below, date in this report are discussed
in relation to statistics Ifrom the housing starts series and
from current surveys of households and vacancles. Compara-
bility with the April 1960 Census of Housing is discussed under
"Relation +to April 1960 Census of Housing,® and discussion
of the differences between the dwelling unlt concept in the
December 1959 survey and the housing unit concept in the April
1960 Census 1s given in the definitlion of "Dwelling unit.* The

Components of Inventory Change survey provides data on the
characteristics of the components of change in the housing
inventory, the April 1960 Census provides data on the detailed
characteristics of the total inventory, and the housing starts
series and current surveys provide current date which are use-
ful in analyzing trends.

Housing starts series.--Counts of *new comstruction® units
differ in several respects from statistics on residential con-
struction from other sources. Statistics on housing sterts
were compiled by the Buresu of Lsbor Statlstics, Department of
Labor, until July 1959 and by the Bureau of the.Census since
that time. Statistics on housing starts are not entirely com-
parable with estimates from the December 1959 Components of
Inventory Change survey. In particular, there are differences
in coverage and definitions, as well as differences in timing
of starts in relation to completions.

Estimates of housing starts compiled by the Buresu of
Labor Statistics, and contimied on the same basis through 1959
by the Bureau of the Census, are referred to as the "old"
serles, The series is described as covering only housing de-
signed and constructed as permanent nonfarm housekeeping units
in structures intended primarily for residential use.

According . to the regsults of Part 2 of the Components of
Inventory Change program, the estimated nmumber of all units
added by new construction from Jaruary 1957 to Decenber 1959 is
approximately 4,540,000, This mumber includes all types of
dwelling units; 1t covers some types not included in the housing
starte serles--specifically farm housing, trailers that have
structural additions or are mounted on foundations, mobile
troilers ‘that are occupied and are considered the usual place
of residence of the occupants, quarters that qualify as dwell-
ing units in hotels, and dwelling units in structures that
are primarily nonresidentlal, PFurthermore, the Components of
Inventory Change survey counted units constructed during 1957-
1969 and still in existence at the time of the survey, and
counted them in terms of the rmumber of units +they comprised in
1959, Thus, the count reflects edditions due to conversion,
and losser due to merger, demolition, or other cause. Dwelling
units created from newly-built nonresidential spsce would be
counted as new construction. Quesi-units and vacant mobile
trailers are excluded,

The estimate of housing starts for the seme period, based
on the old series, is roughly 3,630,000 nonfaym unite. Adjust-
ing for a lag between the start and completion of a unit, this
estimate becomes 3,503,000 completed nonfamm units.  Further
adjustments can be made for units ineluded in the Components of
Inventory Change survey but not covered in the old series of
housing starts. An upward revision of ebout 3 percent to cover
new construction of farm housing would bring the total up to
3,621,000, Rough estimates for other types of units covered in
the Components of Inventory Change survey but not in the series
of housing starts (trailers mounted on Toundations, occupied
mobile trailers, quarters classifled as dwelling wunits in
hotels, dwelling units in structures which are primarily non-
residential, and the additional units resulting from conversion
of newly constructed residential Duildings or created from
newly constructed nonresidential space) would raise the starts
to 3,850,000, which is 15 percent below the 4,540,000 new con-
struction units estimated from the Components of Inventory
Change survey for the 1957-1959 period, The 15-percent figure,
although not precise, veasonably approximates the level of
undercoverage 1in the old housing starts series subject to the
accuracy of the adjustments described above, The figures on
new construction unite from 1950 to 1956 as derived Ifrom the
National Housing Inventory conductedat the end of 1956 differed
by a slightly higher percentage from the housing starts data
for that period (see "Comparability with date from other
sources” in Volume I, 1956 National Housing Inventory, United
States and Regions).

Part of the remaining 15-percent difference between the
Components of Inventory Change estimate of new construction
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urits and the eptimate baged on housing etarts could be due to
sampling variability. The diserepancy still remaining reflects
ditferences in the degree of coverage sl sccuracy of enumert-
tiom snd reporting. Beglmning with 1909, the Buresu of the
Congus broudensd the ecope of the pld housing starte serles and
leproved 118 coverage through changes in the survey methods for
the "new" peries of housing starts. The new serles includes
gubstantially all types of accommodations deaigned as family
1iving guarters and constructed in new tuildinge intended pri-
marily &8 housekeeplng repidential buildings for nontransient
QEIpHNCY «

Experience with the mnew gerles from 19%9 1o 1961, indi-
caton that it iz well above the level of the old one, largely
bessuze the new series hag more complete coversge in areas that
do not reguire bullding pemits, and beceuse 1% ingludes an
allowance for conmstructipn which takes place without a uilding
permit in areas where permits are requlired. (Some part of the
ipereage is also due to the incluaion In ‘the new geries of some
seamonal units, low.-value unite, and temporary units that for-
merly were omitted, Precige calculatione of the effect of
these mdditions are not availsble but the effect is believed to
be mmll.) It is not possible, at thie time, to produce exact
figures on the smount of increage resulting from the improved
coverage 1n the new series, The incremse does not appear to be
as great as 15 percent; however, It ls close enough %o the
15 percent o that sampling variablility could account for the
differsnce still remsining.

urrent surveys of households and vacancles.--Estimates
of ocoupled and vacent unite in this report may be compared
with estimates from curremt surveys conducted by the Bureau
of the Cengus. Ammal estimates of the number of households,
which are equivalent by definition to occupled dwelling units,
nave been published for March of each year in Current Popu-
lation Reports, BSerles P-Z0, through estimates derived Zfrom
the Current Population Survey (CPE), Quarterly statistics
on resldential vacant units, besed on information from the
Housing Vacancy Survey (W8) which is conducted 1in conjunc-
tien with the (P8, are published In Current Houslng Reports,
Berieny H.111.

Ag indiceted inPart 1A-1 of Volume IV, differences between
the current surveys argl the Components of Change survey 1in the
egtimated mumber of households (occupied dwelling units) and in
the avallable for rent and avellable for sale vacancy rates for
December 1959 are within esampling vaerisbility. BSome of the
differences may also be attributable to such factors as survey
techinigues, methods used in welighting the sample figures, and
the experience and training of the enumerators, (See algso sec-
tion on  "Current surveys of houmeholds and vacancles" in Part
1A-1 of Volume IV.)

1960 PUBLICATION PROGRAM

Fimal housing reports..-Results of the 1960 Census of
Houslng are published in Volumes I to VII and ina Jjoint housing
ami populstion serieg conmlsting of reports for census tracts.
A werlen of special reports for local housing authorities con-
stitutes the remminder of the finml reports. Volumes I to IV

and the census tract reports are issued as series of individual
reports, with Volumes I and II issued also as bound volumes,
Volumes V to VII are igsued only as bound volumes.

The source of Volumes I, II, III, VI, and VII and the hous-
ing data in the census tract reports is the April enumeratlon
of the 1960 Census of Housing. The special reports Zfor local
housing authorities are based on results of the April enumera-
tion and, for most arces, on data collected at a later date for
nonsample households.

Data for Volumes IV and V are based largely on the enumera-
tion of units in & sample of land ares gegments, started in
late 1959 and completed in 1960. Separate data are published
for the United States and 17 selected metropolitan areas (15
gtandard metropolitan statisticel areas and 2 standard consoli-
dated areas). The areas for which separate data are provided
in Parts 1A and 1B of Volume IV and in Part 1 of Volume V
consist of the New York-Northeastern New Jersey and the Chicago-
Northwestern Indians Standard Consolideted Areasand the follow-
ing standard metropolitan statistical areas: Atlenta, Boston,
Dellas, Detroit, Los Angeles-Long Beach, Philadelphia, Seattle,
Baltimore, Buffalo, Cleveland, Minneapolis-8t. Paul, Pittsburgh,
St. Louis, San Framcisco-Oakland, and Washington, D.C.-Mi.-Va.
The first nine areas mnamed (the two consolidated areas and
gseven standard metropolitan statistical areas) are the areas
for which separate data are provided in Part 2 of Volume .

The titles and contents of the reports are described on
page IV, For the most part, the reports are comparable with
those published from the 1950 Census of Houslng. The 1960
Volumes I, II, and VI are similar to 1950 Volumes I, II, and
ITI, respectively, Volume IIT of 1960 corresponds to the series
of reports on block statistics which constituted 1950 Volume V.
Volume IV of 1960 has no 1950 counterpart but corresponds to
Volumes I and III of the 1956 Natlonal Housing Inventory.
Volume V of 1960 corresponds to Volume IV of 1950 and, in part,
to Volume II of the 1956 Natlonsl Housing Inventory. In 1950,
census tract reports were published as Volume III of the 1950
Census of Population. Speclal reports for local housing author-
ities were published for 219 areas in 1950 Census of Housing,
Series HC-6, Special Tabulations for Local Housing Authorities.
The type of data presented in 1960 Volume VII has not been
published in previous census reports.

Preliminary and advance reports.--Statistics for meny of
the subjects covered in the census were released in several
series of prelimipary and advence reports.- The figures in the
preliminary and advance reports are superseded by the data in
the final reports.

AVAILABILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DATA

During the processing of the data for publication of
Volume IV, more data were tabulated than it was possible to
print in the final reports. A limited amount of unpublished
dote is avallable and photocopies can be provided at cost. Also,
certain special tabulations can be prepared on a reimbursable
basis, Requests for photocopies or for additional information
should he mddressed to Chief, Housing Division, Bureau of the
Census, Washington 25, D.C.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

The concepta of components of change, that pertain uniguely
w0 components 0f inventory change programs, are essentially un-
changed from  those used in the firat such survey conducted in
1956, Comparimon with the 1956 survey can be made only for
selected characteristics (see *Relatlon to 1956 Natlonal Hous-
ing Inventory™),

In the definitions and explanations of the characteristics
of the Yousing lnventory, which are glven below, comparison is
mile with the definitions umed in the April enumeration of ‘the

1960 Census &end in the 1956 survey. References to the April
1960 Census pertain to date in 1960 Census of Housing, Volume I,
States and Small Areas, except as otherwlse noted. References
10 the 1956 survey pertain 10 data in 1956 National Housing
Inventory, Volume I, Components of Chenge, 1950 to 1956, and
Volume III, Characteristics of the 1966 Inventory. For purposes
of measuring unit-by-unit change since 1956, the 1956 (and 1950)
concept of “"dwelling unit" was retained. Definitlons of char-
acteristics, for the most part, are comparable with those used
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in the April 1960 Census, as well as in the 1956 survey, In
the April 1960 Census reports, data are available for the total
housing inventory, but not for components of change, l

Comparability is affected by differences in procedure as
well as differences in definition and description of categories.
Information for this report was obtained by direct interview
except for a few items which were reported by the enumerator on
the basis of his observation, and by a combination of direct
interview and comparison with the 1956 survey (and 1950 Census)
records for purposes of determining the component of change.
In the 1956 survey, information was obtained by direct inter-
view and observation, and in the April 1960 Census by a combi-
nation of self-enumeration, direct interview, and observation
by the emumerator.

The definitions which follow conform to those provided to
the enumerator and reflect the intended meaning of the question
asked. As in all surveys, there were some failures to execute
the instructions exactly, and some erroneous interpretations
have undoubtedly gone undetected.,

AREA CLASSIFICATIONS

The "standard metropolitan statistical areas" (SMSA's)
presented in this report are the same in terms of concept, mum-
ber of areas, and boundaries as the ‘“standard metropolitan
aress” (SMA's) presented in the 1956 National Housing Inventory
and 1950 Census reports. Thus, the data in this report for
inslde and outside SMSA's relate to the 168 SMA's established
and delineated at the time of the 1950 Census. Simllarly the
data for "in central citles™ are for the central cities defined
as of the 1950 Census. The 168 SMBA's (SMA's), identified by
their 1950 titles, ave outlined on the map on page IX.

Standard metropoliten statistical area (SMSA),.--To permit
all Pederal statistical agencies +to utilize the same areas for
the publication = of general-purpose statistics, the Bureau of
the Budget has established “standard metropolitan statistical
areas"(SMSA's). Each such area 1s defined by the Bureau of the
Budget with the advice of the Federal Committee on Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Areas, a comnittee composed of repre-
sentatives of the major statlstical agencies of the Federal
Government.

Except in New England, an SMSA is a county or group of
contiguous counties which contains at least one city of 50,000
inhebitants or more.* In addition to the county, or counties,
contalning such a city or citles, contlguous counties are
included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they are
essentially metropolitan in character and are socially and
economically integrated with the central city. In New England,
SMBA's consist of towns and cities rather than counties,

The titles of the SMSA's (SMA's) shown on the map on page
IX ldentify the central city or cities with the exception that
for the New York-Northeastern New Jersey area, the central
cltles are New York City, Jersey City, and Newark. The largest
clty of an SM3A 1s a central city. Any other city of 25,000 or
more within an SMSA having a population amounting to one-third
or more of the population of the largest city is also a central
city. However, no more than three citles are defined ms cen-
tral cities of any SMSA.

As indicated above, both the 1956 and 1959 data in this
report for inside and outside SMSA's relate to the 168 SMSA's
(SMA's) presented in the 1950 Census reports for conterminous
United States (that is, United States exclusive of Alaska and
Hewaii), TFor the 1950 to 1959 data iIin Parts 1A and 1B of
Volume IV, 189 SMSA's were designated for the United States
(including Alaske and Hawail) with boundaries =as of June 8,
1969, For the April 1960 Census reports, a total of 212 SMBA's
were designated in the United States (including Alaska and

' In 1958, the definition was supplemented to include a county
or group of contlpguous counties which contains “twin cities™ with a
combined population of at least 50,000.

Hawail). Unlts in the areas designated SMSA's for the April
1960 Census but not for this report amount to approximately
6 percent of the total 1960 housing units in the 212 areas,
The figure is about 3 percent for units in areass designated
SMSA's for Parts 1A-1 and 1B.1 of Volume IV but not for this
regport.

The data in this report for "in central citles® are for
the central cities designated inthe 1950 Census with boundaries’
of 1960, For Parts 1A and 1B of Volume IV, the central cities
are as of June 8, 1959, which are the same as those defined in
the April 1960 Census for 188 of the 189 arens.

A detalled discusslon of the criteria used to define SMSA's
is given in 1960 Census of Housing, Volume I, States and Smell
Areas, United States SBummary and in 1950 Census of Housing,
Volume I, General Characteristics, United States Summery (see
glso sgction on *Standard metropolitan etatistlcal areas® in
Part 1A-1 of Volume IV).

Urban-rural and famm-nonfarm  residence.--Although this
report contains no separate statistics for urban and rural
housing or for farmm and nonfarm housing, these concepts are
applied when determining which units are included in the data
on finencial characteristics. For other characteristics, all
units are included--urban and rural and farm and nenfaym.

For the 1956 and 1959 survey, urban areas were those des-
ignated urban for the 1950 Census. No adjustment was made for
the fact that some areas which were rural in 1950 would have
been urban in 1956 or 1959, and vice versa.

In 1980, urban housing comprised all dwelling units in
{a) places of 2,500 inhabitants or more incorporated as cities,
boroughs, or villages, (b) incorporated towns of 2,500 inhabit-
ants or more except in New England, New York, and Wisconsin,
where *“towns" are simply minor civil divisions of counties,
(c} the densely settled urban fringe around cities of 50,000
inhab? nts or more, including both incorporated and unincorpo-
rated rems, and (d) unincorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants
or more outside any urban fringe. The remaining dwelling units
were clasgified as Tural.

In rural territory, farm residence 1is determined on the
basis of number of acres in the place =and total gales of farm
products in 1959, An occcupied dwelling unit is classified as &
fayrm dwelling unit if it is located on a place of 10 or more
acres from which sales of farm products amounted to $50 or more
in 1959, or on a place of less than 10 acres Zfrom which sales
of farm products emounted to $250 or more in 1959, Occupied
units for which cash rent is peid are classlfied as nonfarm
housing if the rent does not include any land used for farming
(or ranching). The same definition of farm residence was used
in the April 1960 Census.

In 1956, famm residence in rural territory was determined
by the respondent's enswer to the question, *"Is this dwelling
unit on a farm?* In addition, the instructions to the enumera-
tors specified that a house was to be classified a5 nonfaym if
the occupents pald cash rent for the house and yard only.

LIVING QUARTERS

Living quarters in the Components of Inventory Change pro-
gram 1in December 1959 were enumerasted as dwelling units or
quasi-unit quarters, Usually a dwelling unit isa house, apart-
ment, or flat, However, It may be a trailer or a single room
in a residential hotel, A structure intended primarily Ifor
business or other nonresidential use may also contain a dwelling
unit; for example, the rooms in a warehouse where the watchman
lives. Quasi-unit quarters (or quasi-units) are found in such
places as Institutions, dormitories, barracks, and rooming
houses.

Dwelling unit.--In general, a dwelling unit is a group of
roomg or a single room occupled or intended for occupancy as
separate living quarters by a family or other group of persons
1iving together or by a person living alone.
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A gwelling unit 18 defined as {1} & proup of yooms orcu-
pled or imtended for occupancy a8 separate Living quarters and
rmving either separate cooking equipment or separate entrance;
ar () a mingle room cccupied or intended for nccupsney as sep-
awte quarters 1f {a) it has separate cooking equipment, (b) it
in located in o regular apartment house, or (¢) it constitutes
the omly living guarterg In the structure.

Mepile vrailers and tents, boate, and rallroad cars are
ircluded in vhe lmventory 4f they sarve occupled az dwelling
uwite, They are excluded 1 they are vacant, used only for
extrs slesping space or vacatlons, or used only for business.
Tratlers on & permanent foundation, whether occupled or vacant,
arg Included in the lrwventory 1f they are occupied or intended
for ootupancy a8 separate living quarters (see "Traller").

Both vacant and oecupled dwelling units are included in
the hweusling inventory, Vacant quarters are not included, how-
ever, 1f they are still under construction, being used for non-
regilentisl purposes, unfit for human habitatlon, condemmed, or
acheduled for demolition (pee "Vacant dwelling unit®).

Determimation of dwelling wunit...The decision as to
what congtitutes a dwelling unit wes made on the basis of the
living arrangemerte of the oceupunts, and not on relationship.
The emumerator was instructed to ask whether more than one fam-
1ly lived In the house (or apartment) and, 1f so, whether they
lived and ate with the family or had separste guarters, Ir
omly one Temily Ilved din the house (or apartment) or if the
additional perdons lived and ate with the family, the erumerator
regarded the nouse (or apartment) a¢ one dwelling unit and no
further probing wae necesgary, On the other hand, if the addi-
tional persons hed seperate quarters, the emmerator was to
determine whether thelr quarters were geparate dwelling units
on the basls of either separate cooking equipment or two or
mare rooms end separate entrance, Quartera that did not meet
elther criterion were not considered sufficiently separate to
gquallfy as dwelling units; such quarters were combined into one
dwellipg unit (unless the combined quarters contained five or
more ledgers, in which cese they were considered gquasi-unit
qUATLETE) ,

The emmerator wae alse instructed to ask whether there
were other persons or families living in the building or else-
whers on the property =and whether there were any vacant apart-
ments on the property. Vacant - quarters, to be considered
awelling unite, also hsd tomeet the criterion of separatie cook-
ing equipment or two or more rooms with separate entrance,

Separate cooking equipment 18 defined as (1) & regular
Yange or wtove, whether or not it is used, or (2) other equip-
ment  such as a hotplate or electricml applimnce 1f () it is
umed regulerly for the preparatlon of meals, or (b) most of the
quarters in the gtructure have a repular stove, hotplate, or
aimilar egulpment, Equipment 1s for exclusive use if it is
used only by the sccupants of one unit, including lodgers or
other vrrelated peraons 1lving in the dwelling unit. Vacant
unite with no cedking equipment at the time of erumeration are
wonsldered to have couking equipment i the lagt occupants had
euh equipment.

A dwelling unilt has o sepurate entrance if the occupants
tan reash thelr guarters directly through an outslde door or if
ey can resch thelr quarters through a common hall and need
net pags through e roam which 1s part of ancther unit.

Hegular apartment house,--In a regular apartment house,
“ach epariment 1z one dwelling unit 4if 1t is occupied or in-
tomdad for secupsney by a gingle famlly or by & persen living
along.  Upually, such apartments have separate cooking equip-
ment or comglet  of two or more ropms and a separate entrance;
hewever, they may conmlat of only one room and lack separate
enoklng equipment,

Booning touse, honrding house.--If the quarters of any
of the oomupants in a rooming  or boarding house have separate
aotkling equipment, or consist of two or more rooms end separate
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entrance, such quarters are considered separate dwelling units,
The remaining quarters are combined with the landlord's quar-
ters or with each other if the landlord does not live in the

structure. If the combined guarters contain four or fewer
lodgers, they are clagsified as one dwelling unit; if the com-
bined quarters contain five ormore lodgers, they are classified
a8 a quasi-unit. In & dormitory, sorority house, fraternity
house, residence hall, monastery, convent, nurses' home, mis-
sion, and flophouse, all the living quarters are combined and
classified 835 a quasi-unit regardless of the living arrange-
ments of the occupants (see *Quasi-unit").

The distinction between rooming houses and regular
apartment houses, and between rooming houses and hotels, was
made by the erumerator presumably on the basis of local usage.

Hotel, motel.--In a hotel or motel where the majority
of the accommodations are "permanent," each of the quarters is
& dwelling unit if it has separate cooking equipment or con-
sists of two or more rooms rented as a sulte. All the remaining
1living quarters are combined and classified as a quasi-unit,
In & "transient® hotel or motel, all the living quarters are
combined and classified as a quasi-unit regardless of the liv-
ing arrengements of the occupants., A hotel or motel is con-
sidered "permanent" 1if more than half the rooms, suites, or
other llving accommodations are occupied or reserved for occu-
pancy by guests who seek lodging for a period of time (usually
a month or more) and who are as s rule granted reductions from
the daily or weekly rates (see "Quasi-unit").

Institution, general hospital.--Family quarters of staff
personnel are separate dwelling units if they are located in a
bullding containing only family quarters for staff personnel.
All other living quarters are considered a quasi-unit (see
‘Quasi-unit*),

Comparabillity with 1956 survey and 1950 Census.--The
definition of “dwelling unit® used in the December 1959 survey
is the same as that used inthe 1956 survey and ‘the 1950 Census.

Compargbility with April 1960 Census,--In the April
enumeration of the 1960 Census of Housing, the unit of enumer-
ation was the housing unit, Although the definition of "hous-
ing unit® in 1960 is essentially similar +to that of "dwelling
unit® in the December 1959 survey, the housing unit definition
was designed to encompass all private living quarters, whereas
the dwelling unit definition did not cover all private llving
accommodations, (The *dwelling unit" concept was retained for
the December 1959 survey to permit unit-by-unit comparison with
1956.) In the April 1960 Census, a house, an apartment or
other group of rooms, or a single room is regarded as a housing
unit when it 1s occupied or intended for occupancy as separate
living quarters, that is, when the occupants do not llve and
eat with any other persons in the structure and there is either
(1) direct access from the outside or through a common hall, or
(2) & kitehen or cooking equipment for the exclusive use of the
oceupants of the quarters.

The main difference between dwelling unites and housing
units 1s in the treatment of one-room quarters., In the April
1960 Census, separate living quarters consisting of one room
without separate cooking equipment qualify as a housing unit if
the room hep direct mccess whether in an apartment house, room-
ing house, or house converted 1o apartment use. In hotels in
1960, a single room qualifies os s housing unit if occupied by
8 usual resident (i.e., = person who considers the hotel his
usual place of residence or a person who has no usual place of
residence elsewhere); a vacant room (including quarters tempo-
rarily occupied by a nonresident) qualifies as a housing unit
only if 75 percent or more of the accommodations in the hotel
are occupled by ususl residents. In the December 1959 survey,
Beparate living quarters conslsting of one room without cooking
equipment quelify as a dwelling unit only when located in &
regular apartment house or when the room constitutes the only
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living quarters in the structure. In hotels in 1959, occupled
and vacant quarters consisting of one room are classified as
dwelling units only if they have separate cooking equipment and
if they are in a "permanent" hotel,

The evidence thus far suggests that the use of the dwell-
ing unit concept in the December 1959 survey instesd of +the
housing unit concept as in +the April 1960 Census haes rela-
tively little effect on the counts for large areas and for the
Nation. Any effect which the change in concept may have on
comparability can be expected to be greatest in statistics for
certain census tracts and blocks, shown in other reports, Liv-
ing quarters classified as housing units but which would not be
clagsified as dwelling units +tend 1o be clustered in tracts
and blocks where many persons live separately in single rooms
in hotels, rooming houses, and other light housekeeping quar-
ters, (See also discussion on *Living quarters® in Part 1A-1
of Volume IV.)

As indicated above, +the housing unit concept is more
inclusive than the dwelling unit concept. The effect of the
conceptual difference alone, however, may not be revealed by
the results of two separate surveys or censuses, Other factors
which affect comparability between the December 1959 and the
April 1960 flgures include the different erumeration procedures
employed, the degree of overenumeration and underemumeration in
both the survey and the census, the estimation procedure used
for the 1959 results, and the sampling varisbility of the 1959
estimates. The results of the two emumerations are being eval-
vated in more detall +to determine the relationship between the
two concepts.

Quasi-unit.--Occupled quarters which do not qualify as
dwelling units are considered quasi-units in the December 19859
survey. BSuch quarters were similarly classified in 1956. They
are located most frequently in institutions, hospitals, murses'
homes, rooming and boarding houses, transiemt accommodations,
military and other types of barracks, college dormitories,
fraternity and sorority houses, convents, and monasteries,
Quasi-units are also located in a house or apartment in which
the living quarters contain five or more lodgers. The concept
of quasi-units 1s similar to the concept of group quarters in
the April 1960 Census.

Quarters classified as quasi-units in 1959 are not included
in the 1959 housing inventory. However, quarters classified
as dwelling units in 1956 but as quasi-units in 1959 are con-
sidered losses from the 1966 housing Inventory; conversely,
quarters which were classified as quasi-units in 1956 and as
dwelling units 1in 1959 are considered additions fto the housing
inventory.

COMPONENTS OF CHANGE

The housing inventory has been divided into components to
reflect the =several kinds of chenges that occur. The temm
"components of change" refers to these individual parts, which
are designed to explain (a) the source of the 1959 housing in-
ventory, and (b) the disposition of the 1956 housing inventory.

In teyms of the 1959 inventory, the components of change
consist of:

Units added through new construciion
Units added through other sources
Units changed by conversilon

Units changed by merger

Same units

In terms of the 1956 inventory, the components of change
consist of:

Units lost through demolition
Units lost through other means
Units changed by conversion
Units changed by merger

Same units

The above classificatlions were obtained largely by compar-
ing each dwelling unit in the sample directly with the 1956
survey returns. Through the procedures used in this survey, 1t

was possible +to classify the component of change on the basis
of the situation existing in 1959 and the situation reported
in the 1956 survey records (see "Colliection and processing of
data®)., In instances where the 1956 records were missing or
the identification was incomplete, the enumerator determined
the clessification through inguiry of the present occupants or
informed neighbors.

Same units.--Living quarters emimerated as one dwelling
unit in 1959 are classified as “same* if the quarters existed
as one and only one dwelling unit in 1956. Thus, *same* units
are common to both the 1956 and 1959 inventories. Units which
changed after 1956 but by 1959 had changed back to the 1956
status are also considered "same® units. For example, a 1956
dwelling unit converted into several units and later merged to
one unit, or g dwelling unit changed to nonresidential use and
later restored to its 1956 residential use are “same™ units.

Changes 1n the characteristics of a dwelling unit since
1956 do not affect i1ts classification as "same® if it was one
dwelling unit in 1956 and in 1959, Examples of such changes in
characteristics are:! Finishing a bedroom in the attlc, install-
ing an extra bathroom, and enlarging the kitchen.

Units changed by conversion.--Conversion refers to the
creation of two or more dwelling units from fewer units through
structural alteration or change in use, Structural alteration
includes such chenges as adding & kitchen or installing parti-
tions to form another dwelling unit. Change in use may result
from & simple rearrangement in the space without structural
alteration, such as locking a door which closes off one or more
Tooms to form a separate dwelling unit.

The term "changed by converslon® is applicable to both the
1956 and 1959 inventories, For example, one dwelling unit in
the 1956 inventory which subsequently was converted to three
dwelling units was counted s one unit changed by conversion
for purposes of the 1956 statistics and as three units changed
by conversion for purposes of the 1959 statistics, Thus, sub-
traction of the 1956 figure from the 1959 figure yields the net
mimber of dwelling units added as & result of conversion., The
numher of conversions does not include units that had been con-
verted at some point between 1956 and 1959 but had reverted. to
the 1956 status before the 1959 erumeratlon.

Units changed by merger.--Merger refers to the combining
of two or more dwelling units into fewer units through struc-
tural alteration or change In use. Structural alteration
includes such changes as the removal of pertitions or the dia-
mantling of kitchen equipment. Change in use may result from
a simple rearrangement of spmce without structural alteratiom,
such as unlocking a door which formerly separsted two dwelling
units, A change in use also occurs, for example, when a Tam-
11y occuples both floors of a house which formerly contained &
dwelling unit on each floor,

The term *“changed Dy merger® 1is applicable +to both the
1956 and 1959 inventorles., For example, two dwelling units in
the 19866 inventory which subsequently were merged into one
dwelling unit were counted ag 1iwo units changed by merger for
purposes of the 1956 statistics, and as one unit changed by
merger for purposes of the 1959 statistics. Thus, subiraction
of the 1959 figure from the 1956 figure ylelds the net number
of dwelling units lost as & result of merger. As with conver-
sions, units that had merged after 1956 and had been converted
to thelr 1986 status before December 1959 are not included in
the figures on mergers.,

Units sdded through new construction.--Any dwelling unit
built between December 1956 and December 1959 is claseified as
a unit added by "new construction.™ Iwelling unlts built in
that period but removed Irom the housing Inventory before
December 1959 are not reflected in the figures 1n this report.
Dwelling units bullt during the period but subsequently changed
by conversion or merger avre classified &8s new construction in
terms of the rumber existing in December 1959, Vacant units
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it is pogsible that some units recorded as destroyed by fire,
flood, or other causs had actually been demolished, and vice
versa.
Units lost through other means do not include units which
were lost during the period but restored as dwelling units by

upder comatrustion at the time of emumerstion were enumerated
ondy 1T comgtriuctlon had procesded to the point that sll the
exterior wimlows and doors were ingtalled and final usable
Tioors were in place,

Typloally, In sbout two-thirds of the cases, units were
clagsifled as “new consiruction® if the veported date of con-
struction wse later than December 19%¢ and if the address of
ihe unlt 41d oot appear in the 1996 records, For the remaining
cases, “new construction® estimntes were based on & procedure
utillzing the 1956 purvey and 1950 Census records. See *Collece
tiom of data® and “Swmple deslgn,*

Comparable statistlcs on the number of units built since
196 aecording  to the data  on year built from the April 1960
Census of Housing are not avallsble,

Unita added through other sources..-Any dwelling unit
added to the inventory between December 1956 and December 1959
which is not specifically covered under the heading of new con-
atruction or conversion 18 classified as a unit added ‘through
sther sources. This component inecludes the following types of
naditions:

1. Unite created from livipg quarters classified ag
quagi-units in 1956; for exsmple, a one-room dwelling unit
created from & sleeping room in a rooming house through the
inetallation of coolkding equipment,

2. Units crested from nonresidential space such as a
store, garage, or barn,

3. Units moved to s1te during the period December 1956
10 Decamber 1969, Bueh units, 1T moved within the BEme ares,
do not necessarily result in s net addition 1o the total
invertury since they presumably represent unite lost in the
Place from which they were moved. A mobile traller, whether
on g ¢ifferent site or the same site ng in 1956, 1s & net
addition 41Ff occupled ag a dwelling unit in 1959 but not in
1966,

The additiona from other sources do not include units
wnich were added to the Inventory after December 1956 and lost
or withdrawn from the inventory before Decamber 1959.

Units lost  through demolitlon,--A dwelling unit which ex-
isted in December 1966 and which was demolished on the initia-
tive of & public sgency or &s a resilt of action on the part of
the owner iz classified as a unit losy through demalition,

Unite lost through other means.--Any dwelling unit which
txlsted in December 1956 and which was lost to the housing
lnvenmtery through means other than demolition or merger ls
classified ag & wnit loat through other mesns, This component
includes the following types of logses:

1. Unite lost by change to quasi-unite; for example, a
one-room dwelling unit changed to a sleeping room by the re-
maval of coaking equipment, or a dwelling unit chsnged to a
@unsl-unit because Tive lodgers were added to the household.

4. Vacant unite lost from the Inventory becanse they
are unfit for human habitation (see *Vacant dwelling unit").

%, Vacant ynits lost from the inventory because they
ure gcheduled for demolition or because they are condemned
for reasona of health or safety 80 that further occupancy is
rrofibited,

4. Unita logt Ly change to nonresidential use,

. Unlts moved from site since December 1956, Such
unlis, 1f moved within the meme area, do not necessarily
reault ina net lose Trom the total inventory since they pre-
mEmbly repregent units added in the place towhich they were
meved., A moblle trailer, whether on a different site or the
aame zite as in 1956, resulted in a net lose if opcupled ag g
deelling unit in 1986 byt not in 1959,

. Units destroyed by fire, flood, or other cause,
Berauze 4f the diffienlty of ascertaining the actual cause
af the dieapresrance of & unit, due to the time period in-
velved and the Aiticulty of locating a rellable respondent,

December 1959, For example, losses do not include 19566 dwell-
ing units that were changed +to nonresidential use and back to
dwelling unlts by December 1959, or 1956 dwelling units that
became vacant and unfit for human habitation and then rehabil-
itated by December 1959,

OCCUPANCY CHARACTERISTICS

Occupied dwelling unit.--A dwelling unit is ‘“occupied* if
it is the wususl place of residence of the person or group of
persons living in it at the time of epumeration. Included are
unite occupied by persons who are only temporsrily absent, such
as persons on vacation, Units occupiled by persons with no
ugual place of residence are also considered ‘Yoccupied." For
example, & unit occupied by migratory workers who have no usual
residence elsewhere 1s considered occupled; however, if the
migrants have a residence elsewhere, the unit in which they are
temporarily living is classified as vacant.

This seme definition for classifying s unit as occupied
was used in the April 1960 Census and in the 1956 SUrvVey.

Vacant dwelling unit.--A dwelling unit is *vacant® if no
persons are living in it at the time of enumeration. However,
if 1ts occupants are only temporarily absent, the unit is
considered occupied, Units temporarily occupied entirely by
persons having a usual place of residence elsewhere are classi-
fied as vacant (the unit at their usual residence is considered
occupied). A vacant unit may be furnished or unfurnished; it
mey be offered for rent or sale; it may have been rented or
80ld but the new occupants have not moved in; or it may be held
off the market for the owner's occasionsl or future use, for
speculation, or for other reasons.

Newly constructed vacant units ave included in the inven-
tory 1f construction has reached the point that all the exterior
windows end doora are installed and the final usedle floors are
in place, If construction had not veached this point, the unit
was not emmerated.

Dilspidated vacant units were enumerated as dwelling units
provided they were still usable ag living quarters. Vacant quar-
ters were not enumerated if they were unfit for human habitation.
Vacant quarters are defined as unfit for human habitation if,
through deterioration or vandalism, most of the doors and win-
dows are missing and the floors are unsafe. If doors and win-
dows are boarded up or etored 1o keep ‘them from being destroyed,
they are not to be considered missing. In terms of the 1958
inventory, dwelling units which became vacant and unfit for
human habitation are reported as losses from the 1956 Inventory.
Conversely, vacant quarters which were unfit for human habita-
tlon in 1956 but which were made usable as living quarters by
1969 are reported as units added to the inventory,

Vacant quarters are excluded from the houeing inventory if
there 1s positive evidence (a slgn, notice, or mark on the house
or in the block) that the unit is to be demolished. Vacant
quarters condemned for reasons  of health or safety =0 that
Turther occupancy is prohibited are likewlse excluded from the
inventory, Also excluded arevacant mobile trailers ang quarters
used for commercial or business burposes or used for the stor-
age of hay, machinery, business supplies and the like, unless
the use is only temporary, 1in which case they were enumerated
a8 dwelling units. Quarters of these types, which were dwell-
ing units in 1956, are reported as losees from the 1956 in-
ventory; they are reported as units added to the inventory when
the reverse was true,

With few exceptions, these same general instructions were
used in the April 196D Census and in the 1966 survey. In 1959
and 1960, however, the instructions for enumerating certain




vacant unlts were more specific than in 1956, particularly the
ingtructions regarding units to be demolished, units unfit for
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more* persons, For purposes of the computation, each of the
terminal categories was glven a mean value of 11, Essentlally

human habltation, and units being used for nonresidential
PUTpOSEs,

Vacancy status.--Available vacant units are units which
are for year-round occupancy, sare not dilapidated, =and are
offered for rent or for sale. Units available for sale only
are the available vacant units which are offered for sale only;
they exclude units offered "for sale or rent." Units available
for rent are the available vacant units which are offered for
rent and those offered for rent or sale at the same time.
Other vacant units comprise the remaining vacant dwelling units.
They comprise dilapidated units, seasonal units, units rented
or sold and awaiting occupancy, units held for occaslonal use,
units temporarily occupied entirely by persons having a usual
residence elsewhere, and units held off the market <for other
reasons. Year-round dwelling units are units which are usually
occupied or intended for occupancy at any time of the year,
Seasonal units are intended for occupancy during only a season
of the year. ‘

The same definition of vacancy status was used in the
April 1960 Census (except that “not dilapidsted" units were
classified as "sound" or ‘“deteriorating® in 1960). Compara-
bility may be affected in some areas, however, because of the
use of two categories for condition in 1959 compared with three
in 1960, and the use of the dwelling unit concept in 1959 com-
pared with the housling unit concept in 1980,

The definitions used in the 1956 survey also were the same
a8 those used In the 1959 survey.

Color.--The occupants of dwelling unite are classified
according 1o the color of the head of the household into two
groups, white and nonwhite. The color group designated *non-
white* consists of such races or ethnle groups as Negro, Ameril-
cen Indian, Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, Korean, Asian Indian,
and Malayan. Persons of Mexican birth or ancestry who are not
definitely of Indian or other nonwhite race are classified as
white. Persons of mixed racial parentage are classified as
nonwhite. The same classification was used in the April 1960
Census and in the 1956 survey.

The concept of race, as 1t has been used by the Bureau of
the Census, 1is derived from thet which is commonly accepted by
the general public. In the December 1959 survey and in the
1956 survey, the classification was obtained in most cases by
the enumerator's observatlon, wheress in the April 1960 Census,
1t was possible for members of the household +to classify them-
gelves. The use of self-enumeratlon in April 1960 may have af-
fected the accuracy of the data on color compared with other
CENnsuUses 0T SUrvVeys.

Fersons.--All persons enumerated as members of the house-
hold were counted in determining +the number of persons who
occupled <the dwelling unit. These persons include not only
occupants related to the head but also any lodgers, Zfoster
children, wards, and resident employees who shared the living
quarters of the household head,

The median number of persons for occupied dwelling units
is the theoretical value which divides the distribution into
two equal parts--one-half +the units having more persons and
one-half having fewer persons than the medlan, In the compu-
tation of the median, a continuous distributlon was assumed,
with the whole number of persons as the midpoint of the class
interval. For example, when the median was 1n the 3-person
group, the lower and upper limits were assumed to be 2.5 and
3.5 persons, respectively,

The mame concept was applied in the April 1960 Census and
in the 1956 survey.

Persons per room.--The number of persons per Toom was com-
puted for each occupied dwelling unit% by dividing the number of
persons by the number of rooms in the unit. The tabulation form
contained +termmlnal categorles of *10 or more" rooms and "10 or

the same procedure was used for the April 1960 Census. The
mmber of persons per room was not computed for the 1956 survey.

Temure.--A dwelling unit is “owner occupied" if the owner
or co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgmged or not
fully paid for. The owner need not be the head of the house-
hold. A cocperative apartment unit is “owner occupied* only if
the owner lives in 1t.

All other occupied units are classified as *renter occu-
pied,* including units rented for cash as well as units occu-
pled without payment of cash rent. Unlts rented for cash are
units for which any money rent is paid or contracted for. Such
rent is commonly paid by the occupants but may be paid by per-
sons not living in the unit--for exsmple, & welfare agency.
Units for which no cash rent is paid include units provided by
relatives not living in the unit and occupied without rental
peyment, units provided in exchange for gervices rendered, and
unlts occupised by & tenant faxmer or sharecropper who does not
pay any cash rent. *No cash rent® appears as a category in the
rent tabulations.

The same definition of tenure was used in the April 1960
Census and iIn the 1956 survey.

Owner of unit.--The owner of the unit refers to some mem-
ber of the household who lives in the unit and is the owner or
co-owner of the dwelling unit. The owner may be the head or
his wife, some other relative of the head, or a nonrelative of
the head. Units co-owned by two or more household members are
tebulated in the category "head or wife® if elther the head or
wife is a co-owner. If neither the head nor his wife is a co-
owner, but at least one of the co-owners 1s related to the head
(by blood, marriage, or adoption), the unit is tebulated in the
category "other relative of head.”

The "age of owner® is the age of the household member who
owns the unit, If the head and wife own the unit jointly, the
unit is tabulated according to the age of the head.

Although information on tenure wae obtained in the April
1960 Census and In the 1956 survey, no informatlen was cbtained
on the identity of the owner of the unit.

STRUCTURAL CHARACTERISTICS

Rooms,--The number of rooms 1s the count of whole rooms
used for living purposes, such as living rooms, dining rooms,
bedrooms, kitchens, finished attic or basement rooms, recreation
rooms, lodgers' rooms, and rooms used for offlces by a person
living in the unit. Not coneidered as rooms are bathrooms;
halls, foyers, or vestibules; closets; alcoves; pentries; strip
or pullman kitchens; laundry or furnace rooms; unfinished
attics, basements, and other space used for storage; porches,
unless they are permanently enclosed and ' sultable for year-
round use; and offices used only by persons not living in the
unit. A partially divided room, such as a dinette next to &
kitchen or 1living room, is considered a separate room 1f there
is a partition from floor to ceiling., - If a room is shared by
occupants of more than one unit, i1t is included with the unlt
from which it is most easlly reached. The sasme concept was
used in the April 1960 Census and in the 1956 survey.

The median number of rooms is the theoretical value which
divides +the distribution of units inte two equal parts--one-
half the units having more rooms and one-half having Iewer
rooms than the median., The median was computed in the same
manner as the median number of persons, and in tables 2 and 3
the median was computed on the basis of more detailed intervals
then are shown in the table.

Unlts in structure.--In determining the number of units in
the structure, the enumerator was instructed to count both oc-
cupled and vacant dwelling units, but not business units or
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CONDITION AND PLUMBING FACILITIES

guagl-unita. A structure i3 defined as a separute bullding
st either has  open space on all four sldes, or ig separated
from other structures by dividing walls that extend from ground
wo roef,  For row houses, double houses, or houses attached to
norrenldential structures, each house 12 a separate siructure
17 the dividing or common wall puss from ground to roof. In
aparument developments or in housing developments of the vil-
lape oy garden type, each bullding with open space on all sldes
s & separate structure. Btatistics are presented in terms
of mudber of dwelling units rather then mmber of residentlal
BLIRCIITER .

Bagentially 1the same concept was used In the April 1960
Cemeni, Gomparability may be affected, however, by the differ.
ance in the concept  of dwelling unit In 1959 and housing unit
in April 1960,

Trailer.--The 1959 inventory includes trallers which are
uged ap separate living quarters, Moblle trallers are included
omly  1f pooupled aw meparate living guarters, A trailer is
"mpbile® if it vests on wheels or on a temporary foundation,
mch &8 blocks or poste.  Trallers sn & permanent foundstion
are included if oceoupled ss separate living quarters, or vacant
and intended for occupancy sB separate living quarters, A
trailer d1s "on a permanent foundatlon® if it is mounted on a
regular foundation of brick, stome, concrete, etc, When trail-
sre are not ghown as & geparate category in a table, they are
imeluded with unlts in "1 urdt® astructures,

In 1986, the same types of trailers were included in the
housing lnventory as in 1958,  In the April 1960 Census, how-
aver, only trallers which were occupled as separate living
quarters were Included 1n the Iinventory; vecant trallers,
whether mobile or on & permanent foundstlion, were excluded, In
gll three emmerations,  when one or more rooms are added to &
traller, 1t ig no longer clussified &8 a trailler and is treated
the same as & house, apartment, or flat,

Under the eubject °"Units in structure" in table 1, the
sategory "traller® for 1959 designates all trallers that were
in the housling lnventory--the occupied mobile trailers and the
sceupled and vacant trallers on & permanent foundation. For
1986, the category comprises only occupled mobile trailers;
permanent traileras were classified as “house, apartment, or
flat® and thus were included in the ecategory "1 unit" in struc.
ture. In the 1960 results, the category “trailer" designates
cecupled mobile trallers and occupled trallers on & permanent
foundation,

Yenr siructure built,--"Yeay tuilt® refers to the date the
original comstruction of the structure was completed, not to
any later remodeling, addition, or conversion. For trallers,
the mudel year was assumed to be the year bullt, ,

Tne figyres on the number of units built during a glven
perind relate to the wumber of unita In existence at the time
of emmeratlon. The figures reflect the mumber of units con-
ftructed during a glven pericd plus the mumber crested by con-
verslons in styucturse originally built during that period,
minug  the mmber lest in structures bullt furing the period.
Losges ooour through demolition, fire, flood, disaster; change
e nonresidential ume; or merger to fewer dwelling unite.

Dgte on year bulllt are more susceptible to errors of re-
apomse and nonreporting than data on many of the other items.
In most ceses, the informatlon was given according to memory or
entimates of the occupants of the structure or of other persons
who hast lived in the neighborhood a long time, Data on year
Willt are avallsble from the April 1960 Census and the 1966
Bsurvey, Wnlle the definitions were the same in the three enu-
meratlons, comparsbility of the date mey he affected by rela-
tively large reporting errors. The data from the December 1959
aurvey, may differ from date derived from other gources because
ol the specinl procedures employed in the Components of Inven-
tory Cange program,  (Bee discussion of new construction in
sections on “Compenents of change” and "Bemple design® in this
repory aud 1n Part IA-1 of Volume IV,)

Both the condition of a dwelling unit and the type of
plumbing facilitles are considered measures of the quality of
housing. Categorles representing various levels of housing
quallty have been esteblished by presenting the items in
combination.

T¢ meagure condition, the enumerator classified each
dwelling unit in ome of two categories:  Not dilapldated or
dilepideted. The plumbing facilities +that are combined with
condition are: Water supply, toilet facilitles, and bathing
facilities, '

Condition.--The emumerator determined the condition of the
dwelling unit Dby observation, on the basis of specified cri-
teria related to the extent or degree of visible defects. The
types of defects the emmerator was to look for are associated
with weather tightness, extent of disrepair, hazards to the
physical safety of the occupants, and inadequate or makeshlft
construction. These are signs of other structural defects
which may be hidden. Defects which would be revealed only by a
more careful imspection than 1s possible during a census, such
as the presence of dampness or Infestation, Iinadequate wiring,
and rotted beams, are not included in the criteria for deter-
mining the condition of a unit,

Dilapidated housing does not provide safe and adequate
shelter and in its present condition endangers the health,
sefety, or well-being of the occupsnts,  Such housing has (a)
one or more eritical defects; or (b) has a combination of minor
defects 1n sufficlent number or extent to require consider-
able repalr or rebuilding; or (c) is of inadequate original
construction. The defects are either so critical or so wide-
spread that the dwelling unit 1s below the generally accepted
minimm standard for housing and should be torn down, exten-
sively repaired, or rebuilt.

A critical defect 1s serlous enough in 1tself to warrant
classifying a unit as dllapidated. Exemples of critical de-
fects are: Holes, open cracks, or rotted, loose, or missing
material (clapboard siding, shingles, bricks, concrete, tile,
plaster, or floorboards) over a considerable ares of the founda-
tion, outside walls, roof, chimmey, or inside walls, floors, or
cellings; substantial sagging of floors, walls, or roof; and
extensive damage by storm, fire, or flood.

To be classified as dilapidated on the basis of minor de-
fects, & dwelling unit must have such defects in sufficient
number or extent that it no longer provides safe and adequate

shelter, No set number of minor defects is required. Examples
of minor defects are: Holes, open cracks, rotted, loose, or
missing material in the foundation, walls, roof, floors, or

cellings but not over a considersble area; shaky or unsafe
porch, steps, or railings; several broken or missing window-
panes; some rotted or loose window frames or sashes that are no
longer rainproof or windproof; broken or loose stair treads, or
broken, loose, or missing risers, balusters, or railings of in-
slde or outside stairs; deep wear on doorsills, doorframes,
outside or inside steps or floors; and damaged, unsafe, or
makeshift chimmey such a8 a stovepipe or other uninsulated pipe
leading directly from the stove +to the outside through a hole
in the roof, wall, or window., Such defects are signs of neglect
which lead to serlous structural deterioration or damage if not
corrected,

Inadequate original construction includes: Shacks, huts,
or tents; structures with makeshift walls or roofs, or built of
packing boxes, scrap lumber or tin; structures lacking founda-
tions (walls rest directly on the ground) ; structurea with dirt
floors; end cellars, sheds, barns, garages, or other places not
originally intended for living quarters and inadequately con-
verted to such use. BSuch units are classified as dilapidated.

The enumerator was instructed to Jjudge each unit on the
basis of its own characteristics, vregardless of the neigh-
borhood, eage of the structure, or the race or color of the
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occupants. He was cautloned, for example, that although lack of
paint is only a slight defect, this and other signs of neglect
are warnings to look closely for more serious defects. Also,
exterior covering may improve the appearance of a structure but
not ite condltion, and the sturdiness of brick or other masonry
walls can be misleading if there are defects in other parts of
the structure.

The emumerator was provided with detailed oral and written
instructions and with visual aids. A filmstrip of photographs
depicted various types of defects and a recorded marrative ex-
plained how to determine the classification of -condition on the
basls of these defects. Nevertheless, it was not possidble to
achieve uniform results in applying the criteria for determin-
ing the condition of & unit. Date on condition for large areas,
which are based on the work of & number of enumerators, tend to
have g smaller margin of relative error than data for small
areas, which depend on the work of only a few enumerators,

The concept, definition, and training materials used in
the December 1959 survey were the same gas those used in the
1956 survey. In the April 1960 Census, three levels of condi-
tion are reported: Sound, deteriorating, and dilapidated. The
1959 *dilapldated" and the 1960 “dilapidated" are considered
comparable categories since the same basic concept of dilapi-
dation was used; and the 1959 category "not dilapidated* 1is
consldered comparable with the 1960 categories ‘“sound® and
"deteriorating” combined. It 1s possible, however, that the
change in categories introduced an element of difference between
the 1959 and 1960 statistics.

Plumbing facilities,--The category ‘"with all plumbing
facilities® consists of units which have piped hot and cold
water inside the structure, and flush toilet and bathtub (or
ghower) inside the structure for the exclusive use of the occu-
pants of the unit,

Units "lacking only hot water® have all the facilities
except hot water, Units "lacking other plumbing facilities" mey
(or may not) have hot water but lack one or more of the other
specified facilities. Also included in this category are units
having no piped water inside the structure =and units whose
occupants share tollet or bathing facilities with the occupants
of another dwelling unit., The combination of "“lacking only hot
water® and "lacking other plumbing facilities® is presented as
"lacking some or all facilities" in some of the tables,

Facilities are "for exclusive use® If they are used only
by the occupants of the one dwelling unit, including lodgers or
other unreleted persons living in the dwelling unit. Facil-
1tles are considered "inside the structure® if they are located
in the same structure as the dwelling unit; they may be located
within the dwelling unit itself, or in & hallway, basement, or
room used by occupants of several units, A unit has "hot*
weter whether hot water is avallable +the year round or only
part of the time; for example, it may be supplied only at cer-
taln times of the day, week, or year.

The same concepts were used 1n the April 1960 Census and
in the 1956 survey., The 1959 category "with all plumbing fa-
¢ilities" 1s equivalent +to the 1956 "with private tollet and
bath and hot running water;" +the 1959 "lacking only hot water"
is equivalent +to the 1966 "with private toilet and bath, and
only cold water;" and the 1959 ‘"lacking other plumbing facil-
ities" is equivalent +to the 1956 combination of *with running
water, lacking private toilet or beth" and "no running water.®

Bathroom,~-A dwelling unit has a complete bathroom if it
has a flush toilet and bathtub (or shower) for the exclusive
use of the occupants of the unit and also has piped hot water,
The facilities must be located inside the structure but need
not be in the same room, Units with two or more complete bath-
rooms and units with a partial bathroom in addition to a com-
plete bathroom are included in the category ‘"more than 1."
Units which lack one or more of the specified facilities are
included i1n the category "shared or none" together with units
which share bathroom facilities,

This same concept was used 1in the April 1960 Census. In
1956, however, no date on the rumber of bathrooms were provided
although data were presented on the number of units with both
private flush tollet and bathtub (or shower) and hot running
water,

FINANCIAL CHARACTERISTICS

Value.--Value is the respondent’s estimate of how nuch the
property would sell for on the current market. Value data are
restricted +to owner-occupled unite having only one dwelling
unit in the property and no business. A business for this pur-
pose is defined as a clearly recognizeble commercial establish.
ment such as a restaurant, store, or filling station., Units in
miltiunit structures and trailers were excluded from the tabu-
lations; end in rural territory units on farms and all units on
places of 10 mcres or more (whether farm or nonfamm units) were
excluded, The values of such units are not provided because of
variation in the use and size of the property.

A property generally consists of the house and the land on
which 1t stands, The estimated value of the entire property,
including the land, was to be reported, even if the occupant
owned the house but not the land, or the property was owned
jointly with another owner.

The median value of dwelling units is the theoretical value
which divides +the distribution into two equal paris--one-half
the cases falling helow this value and one-half the cases ex-
ceeding this value, In the computation of the medlan, the lower
1imit of a class interval was assumed to stand at the beginning
of the value group and the upper 1imit at the beginning of the
successive value group. Medians were rounded 1o the nearest
hundred dollars, In some instances, the medlans were camputed
on the basis of more detailed tabulatlion groups than are shown
in the tables.

The definition of value and the restriction on the type of
units for which velue data are presented are the same as for
the April 1960 Census. In 1956 also, these same concepis were
used with a minor exception--the 1956 data excluded values for
farm units in rural aress but included nonfarm units on places
of 10 acres or more.

In table 6, the 19569 value is cross-tabulated by the 1956
value for “same" units. The shift in values between 1956 &and
1959 may reflect differences in condition, equipment, or altera-
tions, as well as changes in price level. The comparison is
restricted to owner-occupied nonfarm units with only one dwell-
ing unit din the property and no business. The category "all
other occupied end vacant units® in the boxhead comprises units
which in 1959 were classified as trailer, vrenter-occupled, or
vacant units, or were classified as owner-occupled units with
more then one unit in the property, with business, on a farm,
or on a place of 10 or more acres Iin rural territory, The
comparshle category in the stub comprises units whose 1956
classification was traller; renter-occupied; vacant; or owner-
occupied with more than one unit in the property, with business,
or on & farm.

Contract rent,--Contract rent 1s the monthly rent =agreed
upon regerdiess of eny furnishings, utilities, or services that
may be included, If the rent includes payment for a business
unit or edditional dwelling units, an estimate of the rent for
the dwelling unit being enumerated is reported. Rent paild by
lodgers or roomers is disregarded if they are members of the
household. The data exclude rents for fayrm units In rural
territory.

The medien rent is the theoretical rent which divldes the
distribution 1nto two equal parts--one-half the cases falling
below this rent and one-half the cases exceeding +this rent.
Renter-occupied units for which "no cash rent" is paid are ex-
cluded from the computation of the median. Medisns were rounded
to the nearest whole dollar.

These same concepts were used in the April 1960 Census, as
well as in the 1956 survey.




frgen rept.~-The computed rent termed "gross remt® is the
comtyact rent plue the average momthly cost of utilities (water,
elsctricity, gas) and fuele such ae wood, coal, and oll if
thest items are pald for by the renter, Thua, gross rent elim-
imates differentisls which result from varying practices with
respect  to the Inclusion of utilities and fuel as part of the
remtal payment. If the utility or fuel bill covered a business
unit or additional dwelling units, an amount was to be reported
fer the ome dwelllng unit being enumerated, Rent data exclude
rents for farm units In rural territory,

The median gross rent was computed 1in the same manner as
the melian contract rent.  In the computmtion, the lower limit
aof & cless interval was seeumed +to atand sl the begining of
the remt group and the upper limit at the beginning of the
suzeesgive rent group., In some instances, the medisn was com-
puted on the besis of more detailed tabuletion groups than are
ghown in the tebles, Medlang were rounded to the nearest whole
Gallar. Eenter-occupied unite for which "no cash rent® is paid
are shown separately In the tables and are excluded from the
computation of the median,

The smme concept and restriction on the type of units for
wilch grose rent 1s presented were used for the April 1960 Cen-
gug,  For the 1966 data in tables 3 and 7, this same procedure
wig followed, For the 1956 data in table 1, however, an addi-
tiomal adiustment was made Lo grosg rent; if the use of furniture
waa included In the conmtract rent, the reported estimated rent
of the unit without furmiture was used in the computation.

In table 7, the 1959 Eroes rent is crose-tabulated by the
1956 gress rent for "same® units, The shift in rents may re-
flect differences in facilities, services, or condition, as
well a8 changes in the level of rents. Changes reflected by
thesze dats are nol comparable with changes in rents obtained by
the Buresu of Labor Statistics for its Consumer Price Index.
The dats compiled by the Bureau of Labor Statistics represent
changes in rent for essentlally similar units with comparable
@ervices and fmcilities. The comparison in table 7 is restricted
o renter-occupied nonfarm units. The category "all other
aceupled and vacant unite® in the boxhead comprises units which
in 198% were clasairiwmomer—occupied, renter-occupled farm,
or vacant units. The comparable category in the stub comprises
unlts whome 196¢ classification wag one of these types,

HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS

Hougehold characteristics are based on information reported
for each member of the household,  Each person was listed by
nume, and Information was recorded on age and relationship to
Teadl, Information for elmilar ltems wag recorded for each
household mamber in the 1960 Census  of Population and in the
1988 survey,

Household,--A household conglets of R1l the persons  who
cooupy a dwelling unit., By definition, therefore, the count
of pecupled dwelling units would be the same as the count of
househnlds,

Hesd of hiousehold,--The head of the household 18 the per-
Bon consldered to be the head by the household members.  How-
over, 1f & married woman living with her husband is reported as
ihe hesd, her husband ig clazaified as the head for the purpose
of cenpus tabulationg,

COLLECTION AND

The collection and processing of data In the Decamber 1959
Components aof Inventory Change survey differed in several im-
Prtant reapects from the procedures used in other rarte of the
1960 Cenpus program, The December 1969 survey was designed to
provide estimates of the componente of change for both the 1957
Yo 1989 ant 1950 to 1969 pericds. A brier description of the
provefures used 1o produce the 1987 10 1959 date is given below;

12 Components of Inventory Change~1957 to 1959 Components
Household composition,--Each household in the group "male

hesd, wife present, no nonrelatives* consists of the head, his
wife, and other persons, if any, all of whom are related to him.
A household was classified in this category 1T both the husband
and wife were reported as members of the household even though
one or both were temporarily absent on business or vacation,
visiting, in a hospital, etc,, at the time of the enumeration.
The category ‘“other male head® includes households with male
head, wife present, with nonrelatives living with them; male
nead who 1s married, but with wife absent because of separation
or other reason where husbend and wife maintain separate resi-
dences for geveral months or more; and male head who is widowed,
divorced, or single, "Female head" comprises all female heads
regardless of thelr marital status. Included are female heads
without & spouse and female heads whose husbands are living
away from their families, as for example, husbands in the Armed
Forces 1living on military installations. ‘

Comparable data on household composition are available
Trom the April 1960 Census in1960 Census of Housing, Volume IT,
Metropolitan Housing, The categories differ, however, in that
one-person households in the 1960 report are shown separately
and are not included 1n the categories *other male head® and
“female head."

Categories similar to the 1959 categories are available
from the 1956 National Housing Inventory, Volume III, Charac-
teristics of the 1956 Inventory.

Presence of nonrelatives.--A nonrelative of the head is
any member of the household who is not related to the house-
hold head by blood, marriage, or adoption. Lodgers (roomers,
partners, wards, and foster children) and resident employees
are included in this category.

Similar data arve available from the April 1960 Census in
1960 Census of Housing, Volume II, Metropolitan Housing, under
"Household composition.® Comparable data are not availsble
from the 1956 survey reports.

Own _children,--An “own child' is defined s a son, dsugh-
ter, stepchild, or adopted child of the head. The category
"under € years only* relates to households with own children &
years old and younger and no own children 6 to 17 years inclu-
give, Similarly, the category "6 to 17 years only" relates to
households with own children 6 +to 17 years and no own children
under 6. Units in the category *both age groups" have at least
one own child in each of the two age groups,

Addlitlonal dats on own children asre presented in the popu-
latlon reports of the 1960 Census of Population. Similar data
are not presented in the 1956 reports.

Persons 65 years and over..-All persons, Including the
head, who are members of the household and are 65 years old and
over are included in the count of persons 65 years and over.
The statistics are presented in terms of the number of occupied
units having 0, 1, 2, or 3 or more such persons. Though the
total number of persons 65 years old and over cannot be derived
from the distribution, the number can prabably be closely esti-
mated; units with 2 or more persons 65 and over will seldom
have more than 3 such persons.

Selected data on characteristics of housing occupied by
persons 60 years old and over are avallable from the April 1960
Census in 1960 Census of Housing, Volume VII, Housing of Senior
Citizens, No comparable data are available from the 1956 survey.

PROCESSING OF DATA

the procedures used to broduce the 1950 to 1959 data are de-
scribed in Part 1A of Volume IV. A detailed description of the
Tomme and procedures used in the collection of the data is
given in a report entitled Survey or Components ' of Chenge and
Residential Finance of the United States Census of Housing,
19502 Further
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COLLECTION OF DATA

Survey design.--The December 1959 survey was designed to
utilize, whenever possible, the sampling materials and informa.-
tion from the 1956 National Housing Inventory (NHI)., In the
1956 NHI survey and for this report, data were 'collected for
dwelling units located in a sample of clusters or land ares
segments vepresentative of the various geographic areas in
conterminous United States (i.e., United States exclusive of
Alaska and Hawaii), The 1959 sample consisted, in large part,
of segments that were used also inthe 1956 survey. As described
in *Sample design,®* the 1959 survey used additional segments o
reflect new construction.

Timing,--December 1959 1is the survey date Zfor the Compo-
nents of Inventory Change survey, and the statistics may be
regarded as applying to that date., Some of the enumeration,
however, began in late October 1959 and some extended Into
early 1960. Information reported by the enumerator reflected
the situation at the time of enumeration.

Survey technigues.--Three basic survey technigues were
used 1o obtain measures of the number of dwelling units by com-
ponents of change. The estimates of the 1957 to 1959 components
for units that were not added to the inventory, that 1s, units
existing in 1956, depend on the first two techniques which were
used for segments that were enumérsted in the 1956 NHI. Estil-
mates of 1957 to 1959 components representing additions to the
1956 inventory are obtained from the ZTirst technique plus &
combination of the second and third techniques. The third
tecimique was used for segments not in the NHI and congtituted
only a small part of the sample,

1, This technique was designed to obtain estimates of
new construction units eand other additions, conversions,
mergers, demolitions and other losses, and units which were
"geme" in 1956 and 1959. In this procedure, the enumerator
was suppllied with a map of the sample segment and a copy of
the 1956 records. The enumerator listed each dwelllng unit
existing in the segment at the time of enumeration and com-
pared it directly with the 1956 survey returns. On the basis
of this comparison and from information supplled by the
respondent, the enumerator reported the status of each unit
in relation to the situstion in 1956. At the same time, the
enumerstor accounted for all dwelling units that existed in
the segment in 1956 mccording to the NHI records. Thus, the
enumerator reported whether the 1956 unit was the same, was
involved in s conversion or merger, or whether it was demol-
ished or was otherwise lost from the inventory.

2, This technique waes deslgned to measure conversions,
mergers, demolitions and other losses and units which were
*game" in 1956 and 1959. In this procedure the enumerator
was supplied with a copy of the 1956 records for the segment.
The enumerator compared the 1956 survey returns for each
unit in the segment and reported the situation in 1959. Thus
the emmerator reported whether the 1956 unit was the same
or was involved in a conversion or merger or whether 1t was
1ost from the inventory by demolition or other mesns, In
some instences, the 19566 records were not available or the
enumerator could not match the units because of incomplete
identification given in 1956. In these cases, information
as 1o whether any change had occurred was obtained by direct
inquiry of the present occupants or informed neighbors.

3. This technique was designed to measure units newly
constructed or added from other sources since 1950 and, in
conjunction with information for gegments which were enumer-
ated using the second technique, . was used o produce esti-
mates of new construction and other additions for 1957 to
1959 (see estimation procedure) . The emuerator was supplied
with a2 map of the segment and the 1950 Census returns for
the enumeration district® containing the segment. The enu-
merator listed each dwelling unit existing at the time of

enumeration and compared it directly with the 1950 Census
returns. On the basis of this comparison and information
supplied by the respondent, the ernumerator reported the
status of each unit in relation to 1950.

The above three techniques describe the procedures used to
obtain memsures of the counts of units by components of change.
The emumerator may have been required to apply more than one
of the techniques in o given segment. For characteristics of
dwelling units (temre, condition and plumbing facilities, num-
ber of rooms, etc.), a subsample of units was selected. The
particular method of selection depended on the survey technique
used in the individual segment for measuring the counts of the
components of chenge and is described in "Sample design.®

Tata collection forms.--Several basic forms were used Tor
collecting data in the December 1959 survey and for transcrib-
ing date from the 1956 survey records, Most of the foxms were
of the conventional type, on which the emumerator recorded
information by marking a precoded check box or writing in nu-
merical answerg or word entries. The form that was used for
recording characteristics of units in the gubsample was & FOSDIC
schedule on which the emumerator recorded infoymation by mark-
ing appropriate clircles.

Enumeration procedure.--As described above under *Burvey
techniques,® the determination of the component of change uti-
1ized the information recorded by the NHI enumerator 1in 1956
or the census emumerator in 1950. For segments which were in
the 1956 NHI survey, +the 1959 enumerator 1isted each dwelling
unit existing in the segment and reported 1its status (same,
conversion, merger, new constructlion, or other addition) after
referring to the 1956 records. The status had %o be consistent
with the year built, as reported by the 1959 respondent, and
the information reported by the 1956 enumerator in 1956. The
emumerator also reparted the status of the 1956 unit (same,
conversion, merger, demolition, or other loss). For example,
if the enumerator determined there was one dwelling unit with
five rooms in 1959 and the 1956 records showed two dwelling
units, one of three rooms and one of two rooms, the 1959 enu-
merator would report that the two 1966 units had been merged
and the one 1959 unit was the result of the merger. Or if
the Tespondent reported thet the unit was built in 1958, the
emumerator referred +to the 1956 records to verify that the
unit had not been enumerated in 1956 before reporting it as new
construction. '

If house numbers or street names had changed =since 1956,
the emumerstor had to identify, £rom the 1956 records, the
specific unit he was enumerating in 1959. If a house had been
demolished and a new one constructed on the same gite with the
same address, the emmerator was to report “new construction,"
yather then “seme,” for purposes of the 1959 inventory and
"demolished" for purposes of the 1956 inventory.

In some instances, particularly inrursl areas, the enumer-
ator could not identify the unit because of incomplete address
or other designation in the 1956 records. In such cases, he
determined the 1957 to 1959 camparison through inquiry of the
present occupants or informed neighbors.

For segments which were not in the 1956 NHI survey, the
enumerator followed a similar procedure except thet the compari-
son was made with the 1950 Census records. These segments were
used in developing the estimates of new construction and other
additions (see "BSample design®).

Informetion on the 1959 characteristics of the components
of change was obtained by direct interview with the occupants.
For vacant units, information was obtained from owners, land-
lords, neighbors, or other persons presumed to know about the
univ.

2 an enumeration district 1is an area assigned to one enumerator
in the decennial eensus for purposes of canvassing; in most cases
an enumeration district contains appreximately 250 dwelling unlts.
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clerical comparison with the 1956 NHI records (and with the
1950 Cengus records for segments not in the NHI) to verify the

assigned clessification.
For charecterigtics of the comporents of change, the edit-

ing and coding, for the most part, were accomplished by mechan-

In a senll persentage of cases, interviews for character.
1gtiss of the components of change were incomplete because the
geoupants were not found at home despite repeated cnlls or were
et svailable for some other resson. A similar sltustion did
not mold  for the basic meémsures of components of change; the
regulred informatlon was obtauined in virtually all cases,

Training mm field reylew.--The enumerators were given
devalled tredning and thelr work was reviewed. In addition to
written imetructions, many sudlo-visual aide were used. During
the training, the enumerators used a workbook which contained
practice exercimes mnd 1llustrations. In the initial phases of
thelr work, the emmerstore were given on-the-spot training by
spervigory or technlcal personnel, This was followed by a
serien of regularly scheduled field reviews of the enumerator's
work by his erew leader or supervizsor. The operation was de-
gigned Yo agsure at my early stage that the enumerator was per-
forming his dutles properly mnd had corrected any errors he had
made, Whenm the quality of an enumerator's work was establlished
5@ acceptable, the extent of the review wes reduced and & mini-
mam review of all questionnsires was retalned,

PROCESSING OF DATA

Mechanicsl proceseing,--Both conventlonal and electronic
tebulating equipment were used in the editing, coding, and tab-
ulaving of the data, In addition, a limited amount of editing
arsl ooding was performed ag s clerical ogperation.

To proceds  the srdatm, achedules were sent 1o the ceniral
procesaing office in Jeffersonville, Indians, where the manual
editing and coding were accomplished, the FOSDIC schedules were
microfilmed and a card was punched for each unit emumerated on
the conventlonal-type schedules, In Washington, D.C., the
markings on the microfilm of the FOSDIC schedules were converted
to slgnels on magnetic tape by FOSDIC (Film Optlcal Sensing De-
vice for Input to Computers), The tape was processed by an
electronic computer which did some further editing and coding
and tabulated the data, Data on the puncheards were processed
partly by conventionsl and partly by electronic equipment. The
April 1960 Census used FOBDIC schedules and electronic equipment,

Eiting.--In & large statistical operation, human and
mechanical errors occasionally arise in one form or another,
mien 8 fallure o obtain or record the required information,
recording information In the wrong place, misreading position
markings, and mechanical failure of the processing equipment.
Inconslstencies and nonresponses were eliminated partly in the
munual edit snd partly by mechanical equipment. Intensive ef-
fort wag wade to keep errors to a practicable minimum,

For the component-of-change clasgification, most of the
editing wae performed marually, The edit included an independent

SAMPLE DESIGN AND

SAMPLE DESIGN

The sample used for the aurvey consisted of uwelling units
in cluwters or land ares megnents repregentative of contermi-
nous United Btates. The land sres begments were located in 330
w@rple areas comprising 638 countles and independent cities
with coverage 1in each of the 48 States and the District of
Columbie, The sampling materials from the 1956 NHI were used
o the extent that they were consistent with the reguirements
of the December 1959 purvey,

Frior to the start of the December 1959 survey, a "new
consiruction® universe was eetablished. This universe consisted
of areas in which extensive new construction had occurred since
WM. The esample in 1969 consisted of segments used in the
MHI mupplemented by segmentz selected from the separate uni-
verze of new construction since the 1956 survey, Segments

ical equipment. When information was missing, an entry was
assigned based on related informetion reported for the unit or
on information reported for a simllar unit. For example, if
tenure for en occupled unit was anitted but a rental amount was
reported, tenure was sutomatically edited as "rented." For a
few items, including condition of a unit, if the 1959 informa-
tion wag not reported and if the unit was classified as "same,*
the entry reported in 1956 (or in 1950) was assigned in 1959,
For value and rent data in some of the tables, a *not reported*

category was retained.

ACCURACY OF DATA

As ineny sample survey, the results are subject to sampling
variability, errors in the field work, and errors that occur in
processing snd tabulating. Aside from variation due to sam.-
pling (see "Sampling variability"), such errors also occur in a
complete enumeration.

There are several possible sources of errors. Some enu-
merstors may have missed occasional dwelling units In their
segments or they mey have misread the segment boundaries from
the map. They may not have asked the questions in the prescribed
fashion, resulting in lack of uniformity in the statistics.
The initial training and field review early in the enumeration
corrected some of the errors arising from misunderstandings by
the enumerator,

The data also are limited by the extent of the respondent's
knowledge and his willingness to report accurately. For some
units, information could not be obtalned because of the tempo-
rary absence of the occupants and 1t was necessary to interview
a neighbor or other informed respondent. Editing and coding in
the processing operations are subject to some inaccuracies.

Figures from the 100-percent tebulations of the 1950 Census
were used to obtain factors for the final estimates of some of
the components (see "Estimation procedure®)., The estimation
procedure tended to Improve the sampling variability of the
estimates and, In some cases, to reduce blases resulting from
underenumeration or overenumeration of dwelling units as well
88 noninterviews, The census figures also are subject to some
emall degree of error, as was revealed in the Post-Enumeration
Survey of the 1950 Census. (See The Post-Enumeration Survey:
1950, Bureau of the Census, Technical Paper No. 4, Washington,
D.C. 1960).

Careful efforts were made at each step to reduce the ef-
fects of errors. However, 1t is unlikely that the controls
were able to eliminate the effects of all of them.

SAMPLING VARIABILITY

selected from the new construction universe (which were not in
the NHI) were used in combination with the NHI segments that
were found to lie within this universe +to provide estimates
of *new construction® and “other additions" 1957 to 19569 for
this universe (see "Estimation procedure"), Typically, sbout
one-third of the new construction units (units built between
1957 and 1959) a8 estimated in the December 1959 survey were
reported in segments in the universe of new construction; the
remaining new construction units came from gegments not in the
new construction universe,

The sample for the United States consisted of the sample
in the nine metropoliten areas for which the NHI survey provided
separate estimates and the semple inthe balance of the country.
The total sample consisted of approximately 22,500 segments, of

which 1,700 were selected from the total 1957 to 1959 universe
of new construction.
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The measures of the counts of units by components of change
were obtained from the enumeration of all units within the sam-.
ple of clusters or land area segments, i.e., the "full" sample.
The 1959 characteristics of the components were enumerated in a
"subsample" of units within the segments. Bince a similar sub-
sample had been used in the NHI, +the units in that subsample
determined the units in the 1959 subsample. For units added
since 1956 in these segments and for all units in segments not
in the NHI, the subsample units were selected in a predeter-
mined manner. As the enumerator listed each unit in the segment
in the 19569 survey, he obtained the detailed 'information on
characteristica for the subsample cases. The unite in the NHI
subsemple also constituted the subsample for the 1956 charac-
teristics of the components presented in tables 2 to 7.

ESTIMATION PROCEDURE

The method of estimation of the final figures for counts
of the components of change incorporated & ratio estimation pro-
cedure for some of the units. The ratlo estimates used infor-
mation available from the 1950 Census based on the 100-percent
enumeration for components arising out of units in existence
in 1950~ (i,e., units that had existed in 1950 and which were
classified for the 1957 to 1959 period as "same,* conversions,
mergers, additions other than new construction, demolitions,
and other losses). This ratio estimate was applied to both the
1956 and 1959 sample estimates for counts of units reported as
same or chenged by conversion or merger, to the 1956 sample
estimates for counts of units lost through demolition or other
means, and to the 1959 sample estimates for counts of units
added through "other sources.® For components arising out of
units which did not exist in 1950 (for example, *same" units
1967-19569 that had been built during the 1950-1956 period, or
"new construction” units 1957-1959), +the final figures were
obtained by inflating the sample figures by the recipracal of
the probability used in the selection of the sample. Ratio
estimation procedures were applied 1In each of the nine metro-
politan areas separately +to dwelling units in central cities
and not in central cities; in the balance of each of the four
regions, retlo estimation procedures were applied separately to
dwelling unite in central cities of SMSA's, dwelling units in
the remainder of SMSA's, and dwelling units outside SMSA's.

To improve the relimbility of the estimates of new con-
struction and other additions in the new constiructlon universe,
the segments which were not 1n the NHI were used +to provide
counts of new construction and other additions for the 1950 to
1959 pericd. The NHI segments, lying within the new construc-
tion universe, provided counts of 1959 units classified as new
construction and other additions for the 1950 to 1956 perlod.
By subtracting the 1950-1956 counts of new construction and other
additions from the corresponding 1950-1959 counts, estimates of
new construction and of other additions were obtained for the
1957 to 1959 period. The remaining 1957 to 1959 estimates of
new construction and other edditions were obtained from the NHI
segments which did not liewithin the new construction universe.

The above procedures produced the estimates which are based
on the full sample. For statistics based on the subsample,
additional ratio estimate factors were used for the character-
istics of each of the components of change, and these factors
made the total for each component based on the subsample con-
sistent with the total based on the full sample. Estimates of
the characteristice of "new construction" units obtained from
the new construction universe were based on units classified as
"new construction" in the segments not in NHI with year built
reported as 1957 to 1959. Similarly, the estimates of char-
acteristics of other additions in the new construction universe
were based on units reported as other additions in the segments
not in NHI with year of change 1957 to 1959. These estimates
combined with the corresponding estimates obtained outside the
universe of new construction, were then processed through &

ratio estimation procedure, as described above, 80 that the
total of each component based on the subsample was consistent
with the total based on the full sample.

All the 1959 data presented in this report and the 1956
data in all tables except teble 1 are based on & sample of
units used for the 1959 survey. In table 1, the 1966 data are
based on the sample used for the 1966 National Housing Inventory.

SAMPLING VARIABILITY

Since the estimates are based on & sample, they may differ
somewhat from the figures that would have been obtained if a
complete census had been taken, using the same questiomnalres,
instructions, and enumerators. The standard errvor is primarily
a measure of sampling variability. As calculated for this re-
port, the standard error partially incorporates the effect of
random errors of response, processing, and coverage, but does not
take into account the effect of any systematic blases due to
these types of errors. The chances are about 2 out of 3 that
an estimate from the sample would differ from e complete census
by less than the standard error. The chances are about 19 out
of 20 that the difference would be less than twice the standard
error and 99 out of 100 that it would be less than 2% times the
standard error.

Sample slze.--The full sample for the United States con-
sists of approximately 180,000 dwelling units in 22,500 land
area segnents; +the subsample consists of approximately 60,000
dwelling units, In table 1, the 1959 figures for total and new
construction units on the first line of the table are based on
the full sample used in the 1959 survey; the 1959 data on char-
acteristics in the remainder of the table are based on the sub-
gsample. The 1956 data in table 1 are based on the sample used
in the 1956 MHI survey; the count of all 1956 units on the
first line of table 1 1is based on a larger sample ‘than the
characteristics of the 1956 units shown in the remainder of the
table (see detailed discussion on sampling variability of the
NHI date in Volume III, 1956 Natlonal Houslng Inventory, United
States and Reglons). In tables 2 and 3, the counts by the five
components of change, shown on the first line of the tables,
are based on the full sample used in the 1959 survey; the data
on the characteristics of the components in the remainder of
the tables are based on the subsample, In tables 4 to 10 all
ihe dats are based on the subsample. The source of the esti.
mates in the various tables is summarized in table I.

Taeble I,~—SOURCE OF TABULATIONS

Table and item Source
Table 1, 1959 data:
Counts of all dwelling unita,,....... Crarenns N v | 1959 full sanmple,
Characteristics..,.. crervsnoen thereiseaisietenrtronaeran 1959 subsample,

Table 1, 1956 NHI data:
Counts of all dwelling unmits..ecviaiiviiisovnvenunnes
Characteristics, v veeiisiisiiionnanse treteiainanrasans

Table 2, 1959 data:
Counts of all dwelling units,

1956 full sample,?
1956 subsample.

1959 full sample,

Charapteristics,,...,. veera 1959 subsample,
Tsble 3, 1956 data:

Counts of all dwelling units...... resane PPN serenssasa| 1959 full semple,

Cheracteristica,...... ierereane . 1959 subsample.

Tables 4 to 7, 1956 and 1939 datf,.eeiseiieriareianarnonnes .
Tables 8 to 10, 1959 date.,....ve.. [TTRTTRTTRTN Paaerisisaens

1959 subsample,
1859 suhsample.

1 See dlscussion on sampling verisbility of NHT data in Volume IXX, 1956 Na-
tional Housing Inventory, United States and Regloma,

Standard error of numbers and percentages.--The standard
errors may be obtained by using table I 1in conjunction with
tables II and III for absolute numbers and with table IV Tfor
percentages. In order to derive standard errors which could be
applied to the wide variety of dwelling units covered in this
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report awd which could be prepared st moderate cost, 4 number
of syprozimations were required. As B result, tables IIT and
W are to be interpreted as providing an indication of the order
of magnitude of the standard errors rathey than as the preclse
gtavdard evrar for any speciflc ltem,

The ptengard errore 1n table IT apply to counts of dwell-
ing units by components of change, that im, the estimates of
the muber of owelling unita baged on the full sample. Tne
slapdard errorg in table III are to be used for the 1956 and
1959 eharacteristics of the components of change arid  for the
ersrncteristics of the 1959 inventory, that Is, the estimates
baned on the subssmple,

For "wame® units in tables 4 te 7, change in an item from
1984 to 1999 is also subject to sampling variability. An approx-
smation of the standard error of the change obtained by using
the gample data  Tor Loth years can be derived by considering
the change 83 an eptimate and obtaining the standard error of
an estimate of thism size from table III, For exmmple, 1f ‘the

istics.
tween the two characteristics,
the true standerd error.

number of owner-occupied units
tsble 4 as 28,388,000 in 1956 an
gtandard error of the 36,000 ¢

hange is read T

ig shown in the upper portion of
d as 28,353,000 in 1959, the
rom table TII,

The reliability of an estimated percentage depends on both
of the total on which

tne size of the percentage
the percentage is besed.
such standard errors.
distributiona of characteristics of dwelling units.
Tne standard errovs shown are not di
differences between two sample estimates.
of a difference is approximately the square root of the sum of
the aguares of each stondsrd error consldered separately. This
foymmla will represent the actual standard error quite accurately
foy the difference between separate and uncorrelated character-
Ir, however, there ig a high positlve correlation be-

and the size
Table IV contains approximations of

This tsble may be applied to percentage

rectly applicable to
The standard error

this formula will overestimate

Pable TI8,~-1999 INVENTORY--ROUGH AFFROXIMATION TC STANDARD ERROR OF COUNTS OF COMPONENTS OF CHANGE

(Applicsble to estimates in table A, based on full sample)

Tf the correlation is negative, the
formule will underestimate the ftrue standard error.

Game unita,

A1 dwelling units 195 and 1959 Units changed by— Units added through-—
Ares o Stan Conversion Merger New sonstruction Other sources
Bolmated | an Eatimted | “arg Esti- Stend- | Bati- | Stend- | Esti- stend- | Esti- Stand-
error error mated ard mated ard mated ard mated ard
ey error number Brror mumber error number error
UL tod SLaLeB. . orren.ines|  58,388,000| 350,000] 52,302,000 z90,000] s90,000] 25,000| 356,000 20,000/ 4,540,000] 180,000} 601,000/ 30,000
Inelde SHBA H, vvvessevessenees 13,879,000] 270,000 30,773,000| 225,000  381,000) 20,000| 216,000| 15,000
oen 2,680,000| 145,000| 229,000 15,000
In omra Hitlan .l 16,855,000\ 172,000 19662.000] 125,000| 260,000 15,000| 140,000| 15,000 661,000 115,000 13,000 10,000
ot in, semtral eliiea. i e 17,024,000 25,000 || 14,711,000 .00 12,000 10,000 76,000 10,000/ 2,019,000| 100,000 98,000 10,000
BUEA Brsvesennenrernnseee 509, . 1929, 160,000 208,000 15,000 140,000| 15,000 1,860,000 85,000  372,000| 25,000
HOTtBR8St s s s v v e ensennans 14,607,0000 160,000| 13,448,000] 140,000 198,000] 15,000| &7,000{ 10
4 ‘ ” , X o0|  ves,000| 75,000 86,000 10,000
Tnside BIBA'G. Lo eneseresaannes | 111,000 135,000) 10,315,000 115,000| 143,000 10,000| 67,000| 10,000 532,000) 70,000 56,000] 10,000
Butgide GUEA pee o oe oot Toigmioon|  so,000l  3,1%,000| 70,000|  55,000( 10,000 20,000( 5,000 256,000 35,000 30,000 5,000
g DL 16,706,000\ 10,000 2£,262,000| 140,000 158,000] 10,000] 123,000 15,000 1,106,000 95,000] 175,000 15,000
Insida SIS, .. oloensissanss ‘asoon| 13so00{  B.289,000 110,000 100,000 10,000{ <7®,000| 10,000|  756,000| 75,000 2000 107000
ettty oasooo] 9scool  6.@ss000] 0,000 58,000 5,000 44,0000 5,000  3s0,0000 50,000 111,000 15,000
B0, s vareernrarnnssanenns 17,789,0000 zoo,o00f 15,857,000 170,000 170
rae . X 00| 15,000 119,000| 15,000 1,726,000 100,000 :
et @13 1LLUILTIII o0 145,000]| 6,554,000 120,000 s1000| 10,000 57,000 10,000| 796,000 80,000 | aee
GHEA 811 0eneesnresnnentn E.00| 130,000]  9,007,000] 125,000  79,000| 10,000 62,000 10,000|  930,000| 90,000| 159,000| 15,000
WOBEY s vanverassnnsanconnsansn 9 i
et e 9.7 0000 o500 &u0,000| 15,000 eho0l 10,0000zl 50| 520,000 90,000| 137,000 15,000
Loatde BB 1936, ; T26,000] 110,000]  47,000] 10,000| 13,000 5,000 596,000 60,000 4.000| 10,000
SUIA B rvenevnnreirneern]  B380,000] 85,000}  2,924,000) 80,000 16,000( 5,000 , 5,000 324,000 30,000 73,000 10,000
> 3 t]
Table 1Ib,~~1956 THVENTORY-~-ROUCH APPROXIMATION T0 STANDARD ERROR OF COUNTS OF COMPONENTS OF CHANGE
(Applicable 1o estimstes in table B, based on full semple)
Units changed hy— Units lost through-—
Aren Gomyersion Merger Demolition Other means
Estimated Standard Eptimated Standard
Eatimated Standard E
o p stimated Standard
kol TTOr number error mnber errar number error
Untod G088 0csurissrncnrnrannranas 249,000
Thst8e BHA ey eruearrseennss Prys fz’ﬁ Z;z,x o e 2,50 = B0 20,090
TR GARGERL S1EA0Bas s ss e e sunswrernrners e + s 25,000 4 ;
I el Citien, L, 125,000 15,000 314,000 20,000 ol 1000 e e
Hor ; vt £0,000 10,000 1 ’ ’ 23,000 206,000 20,000
(atniihe OMBA' o 2,000 10,000 159,000
109,000 15,000 283,000 20,000 382, 00 oy P
. - X ,000 25,000 740,000 45,000
Snatde SBAVEL 11T : 10000 e 12,000 109,000
s e RS 00 o | 000 man| %0 | mow| s
) 5,000 41,000 5,000 31,000 10,000 65,000 1o.600
Barth Comtrnd,.asaysenss 7 ’ ’
TEAEE BHATE, 11vvyaenvesnvenserermnssnres o oo 263,600 20,000 173,000
magsmeocolnilin] o den) gmel dmow|  asem|  uewmol  Dwe| e | e
. ’ 4 88,000 10,000 58,000 10,000 146,000 :;CS)’OOO
e\ yrusnsarennesrensorenrsernsas £1,000 ’ ‘
tasiae ST, 42,000 To7000 G A 354,000 25,000 482,000 35,000
TRGLES TMEAT Gy o100 1vrveessnsveseosminses 29,000 10, o bgked 100 20,000 11, ;
N » 0,000 126,000 10,000 219,000 25,000 00 30000
By irsineranvreasarans ’ ’ ’
THULER BUBAT Do rvannsresmanssson o oesonies g Heo 25,000 3,000
iy Kottt B B - Zow| s | 00| saw | e
, 5,000 29,000 57000 g ,000 112,000 15,000
) 4000 10,000 155,000 20,000
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Table ITe.—NET CHANGE, 1956 TO 1959—ROUGH APPRUXIMATION TCO STANDARD ERROR OF COUNTS OF COMPONENTS OF GHANGE

(Applicable to estimates in tzble C, bmsed on full sample)

Bdded through Lost through
Total Totel added conversion Total loat merger
Area
Estimated Standard Estimated Standerd | Estimated Standard Fetimeted Standard | Estimated Standard
number error number errar menber error mumber error mumber error

United StAteA.iecierintrsecrnanine 3,052,000 200,000 5,437,000 185,000 295,000 25,000 2,385,000 75,000 383,000 30,000
Inside SMSA'as.uuunsns 1,965,000 155,000 3,105,000 150,000 196,000 20,000 1,140,000 55,000 240,000 25,000
In central citled,....eveesss 278,000 125,000 927,000 120,000 135,000 15,000 649,000 40,000 174,000 25,000
Neot in cm‘fr&l eltles, eererernrvroness 1,687,000 105,000 2,178,000 100,000 61,000 10,000 491,000 35,000 66,000 10,000
Outeide SMSATE, ueieruvensrensnncnrasnes 1,086,000 105,000 2,331,000 90,000 29,000 15,000 1,245,000 45,000 143,000 20,000
Northeast,eoserieorrnsoeversnsnsse 577,000 85,000 967,000 75,000 93,000 15,000 389,000 30,000 91,000 15,000
Inaide SMSA's,, tessssasensee 383,000 75,000 656,000 70,000 65,000 10,000 273,000 25,000 71,000 10,000
Outside SMSA' Miassasseasnaees 194,000 45,000 310,000 45,000 24,000 10,000 116,000 15,000 21,000 5,000
North Centralesseeersrrresnnarrecsss 781,000 105,000 1,363,000 93,000 81,000 15,000 582,000 40,000 140,000 20,000
Inslde SMBA'8.eeciiveresersorsirnnnansen 540,000 85,000 874,000 80,000 54,000 10,000 334,000 30,000 95,000 15,000
Outside SMSA'Biuussisensarnranssnsacasas 241,000 60,000 488,000 55,000 27,000 10,000 248,000 25,000 A, 000 10,000
South, ... vesess 1,059,000 115,000 2,019,000 105,000 49,000 15,000 960,000 50,000 124,000 20,000
Inside SMSA's,,, crsreren 584,000 85,000 890,000 80,000 49,000 10,000 307,000 25,000 60,000 10,000
Outaide SMBA'Sueevssersenrecncnnssransen 475,000 55,000 1,129,000 40,000 40,000 10,000 653,000 40,000 64,000 10,000
Wesbeourirerannsasnrssecsssanassnnns 635,000 100,000 1,088,000 95,000 32,000 10,000 453,000 35,000 28,000 10,000
Ingide SMSA'B,iueerseroanen 458,000 65,000 684,000 60,000 %,000 10,000 226,000 25,000 14,000 5,000
Outside SMEA'B4 ievvrnesrasansinnnarnins 177,000 40,000 404,000 30,000 8,000 5,000 227,000 25,000 15,000 5,000

Standsrd error of medians.--The sampling variability of
the medians presented in certain tsbles (median number of per-
sons, number of rooms, value of property, contract rent, and
gross rent) depends on the size of the base and on the distribu-
+ion on which +the median is based. An approximate method for
measuring the reliability of an estimated median is to determine
an interval about the estimated median, such that there is a
stated degree of confidence that the true median lies within
the interval. As the first step in estimating the upper and
lower limits of the interval _about the median (that is, the
confidence limits), compute one-half the number reporting (des-
ignated N/2) the characteristic on which the median is based.
By the method described above for determining the standard error
of an estimated number, compute the standard error of N/2,

Subtract this standard error from N/2. Cumlate the frequen-
cies (in the table on which the median is based) wup to the in-
terval containing the difference between N/2 and its standard
error, and by linear interpolation obtain a value corresponding
to this number. In a similar mamner, edd the standard error to
N/2, cumlate the frequencies in the table, and obtain a value
corresponding to the sum of N/2 and its standard error. The
chances are sbout 2 out of 3 that the median would lie between
these two values, The range for 19 chances out of 20 and for
99 in 100 can be computed in a similar manner by nultiplying
the standard error by the appropriate factors before subtracting
from and edding to one-half the number reporting the character-
istic. Interpolation to obtain the values corresponding 10
these numbers gives the confidence limits for the medlan.

Table IIT.~--ROUGH APPROXTMATICON TOQ STANDARD FRROR OF CHARAGTFRISTICS OF COMPONENTS OF CHANGE

(Based on subgample)

Standard error if size of estimate is—
Aren

10,000 25,000 100,000 500,000 1,000,000 2,500,000 5,000,000 | 10,000,000 | 25,000,000 | 50,000,000
United States..... vaa ves e 20,000 50,000 65,000 110,000 155,000 200,000 320,000 440,000
Ingide SMSA'S.,0errerranns . see ™ 20,000 50,000 65,000 110,000 145,000 180,000 300,000
In central cltles,.cieeveaas caveesses “ee 11,000 20,000 50,000 65,000 100,000 135,000 'ea aes ore
Not in central oitieSeisseeesecesnses 11,000 20,000 50,000 65,000 100,000 135,000 vee P
Outside SMBA'S.sevvresrocrsrsncosssresnnasee “ee 11,000 20,000 50,000 65,000 110,000 145,000 180,000 300,000 aes
Reglon,.vceunanennrsnncsasscssrsnsnnes 6,000 11,000 20,000 50,000 65,000 100,000 135,000 180,000 e Y
Ingide SM3A's, 6,000 11,000 20,000 50,000 65,000 100,000 110,000 160,000 ves cae
Qutside SMsA'a.,... 6,000 11,000 20,000 50,000 65,000 100,000 100,000 160,000 vee e

Teble IV,—ROUGH APPROXIMATION TO STANDARD ERRCR OF PERCENTAGES CF CHARACTERISTICS OF COMPONENTS OF CHANGE

(Based on subsample)

Base of percentage

Estimated percenbage
50,000 100,000 250,000 500,000

750,000 | 1,000,000 | 2,500,000 | 5,000,000 | 10,000,000 | 25,000,000 | 58,000,000

200 9Buiiiierrannnnsssasrsesnnsoannss
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

petaesn December 1956 and December 1989, there was a net
gain of 3,082,000 dwellivg unite (6.5 percent) in conterminous
Urdted Stabes. During  this period, the number of dwelllng

units?  to 58,388,000 units.
number of PErEONS  wWere
The propor-

noressed from 50,537,000
e median mamber of roome  and medisn
gt oapproximmtely  the swme  level In both years,
tien of  gener-vccupied units  was 60 percent in 1886 and 62
peroent  In 1985%.  Bince 1956, the proportion of undts "not
Wlapideted, with all plumbing facilities® rosme from 76 percent
ty Bl percent. The medisn grose rent for renter-cccupled
unite ineremsed oduring the 3-year perlod  from $60 to $69, and
whe medisn value of owner-occupied properties rose from $11,400
to §12,500.

Aiditional dats  on charscteristics of the 1999 and 1986
inventories  snd changes since 1756 are presented In tables 1
4o 10, The counts and churacteristics of the 1957 to 1959 com-
ponenty of change are sumarized in tablee A to G, The fipures
in these tables have been rounded to the nearest  thousand;
henee, the detall may not edd to the Lotals,

Both the 1956 and 1959 statistics relste to the boundaries
gf the geographic areas defined snd designated =e of the 1950
Ceneus and uaml for the 1956 Natlonsl Housing Inventory. Thus,

unit

the nationsl and regional data in this report relate 1o the
United States exclusive of Alaska and Hawail; the data for
oMSA's and central cities are for the 168 standard metropolitan
arens {(GMA's) and thelr respective central citles as defined
and delinested st the time of the 1950 Census (a more detailed
discussion is provided 1in section on "Ares classifications").
Unpublished components of change counts for the 9 3/4-year
period, April 1950 to December 1959, relating to the seme (1960)
boundaries of the geographic aress are availeble upon request.
Por 1950-1959 data relating to the 1959 boundaries of the aress,
see 1960 Census of Housing, Volume IV, Components of Inventory
Change, Fart 1A-1, 1950-1969 Components, and Part 1B-1, Inven-
tory Cheracteristics.

Rasic measures of change.--Table A, which describes the
source of the 1959 inventory, shows that about 52,300,000 or
nine-tenths of the dwelling units in the United States in De-
cemher 1959 congisted of "seme* units, that is, units which
exished in 1956 and which were reported as essentially unchanged
in 1959, The remaining one-tenth represented newly built units,
those resulting from conversion or merger, and those added
through other sources,

Takle A.--SOURCE OF THE 1959 HOUSING INVENTORY

(Based on sample)

Units changed by-- Units added through-- Percent distribution
a1 sfaze Units changed Units added
twelling units, o || Some i througn--
Area units, 1956 and Conver- Merger New Other | Gese
1a5% 1959 alon 8 congtruction sources units and Con- gi;’_ Other
3
1959 1959 :i; Merger| oirie- | sources
tion
Unlted Bratas,.........| 98,388,000 || 52,302,000 530,000 356,000 4,540,000 601,000 | 1000 86| 10| o6 7.8 1,0
IS4 S 8easeensannaan| | 33,879,000 || 30,373,000 81,000 216,000 2,680,000 229,000 | 100.0 || 9.7 | Li| 0.6 7.9 0.7
In pemtral aitiea,.........| 16,855,000 § 15,662,000 260,000 | 140,000 * 661,000 1,000 1000 s29| 16| o8 39 0.8
ot in cemtesl oitiess,.,..| 17,024,000 || 14,711,000 121,000 76,000 2,019,000 98,000 | 100,00 @e4| o.7| o.4a| 110 0.6
(UL813e SHBA'G., 10 eearrunannn] 24,500,000 || 21,929,000 208,000 | 140,000 1,860,000 az,000 | 1000 e9.5] og| 0.6 7.6 1.5
NOPUIERR s svernanaarsnnss | 14,607,000 || 13,448,000 198,000 87,000 788,000 86,000 | 1000 e21| 13| o
 orine Jo : . 2l o sl o
Daside $AE,. LU ALLLOO | 1,315,000 143,000 67,000 532,000 56,000 | 100.0) 2.8 13| o6 e 0.5
WURLAE BHER Bavnsnnsnierioe] 30485000 3,134,000 55,000 20,000 256,000 0,000 | 1000 @9.6| 16| 0.6 7.3 0.9
Werth Comvales....,..,ea| 16,706,000 1| 15,143,000 158,000 | 123,000 1,106,000 175,000
_ Hortn ¢ ,106, woofl 7| o9 o7 6.6 1.1
Instde ST, ociiiiin| 3,280,000 8,289,000 100,000 79,000 756,000 00| 1000 seiz]| 11| o 8.1 0.7
Site BMIA erve s niiniens|  7o418,000 £,855,000 52,000 44,000 350,000 w000 | 100.0)] e24| 08| o6 47 1.5
BOU e vaersessanenneneens] 17,789,000 {| 15,571,000 170,000 119,000 1,726,000
’ . ; : , 204,000 | 1000 #7.5| 1.0{ o, 9, 1.1
Ioolde Aot 7,543,000 i, 554,000 91,000 57,000 " 296,000 5000 | 1000 aes| 12| ol e 0.6
40 TMIA Sauss.sarsae| 10,046,000 9,017,000 79,000 62,000 930,000 159,000 [ o000 |l eso| o8| o6 9.1 1.5
WOty s svransasann e 9,287,000 8,140,000 64,000 27,000
o Vet e 9,087,0 : . , 920,000 w7000 | 1000 878 o
fRalle BEA G 5,936,000 5,216,000 47,000 12,000 596,000 6000 | 1000] vl o8| 05| 100 A
“ BBASL e aseneins] 335,000 || 2,924,000 16,000 14,000 324,000 73,000 | 10004 e73| o5| o0ia| eue 22
The proportions of "same® units inzide and outside SMBA's unite for both the South and West was 88 percent; thls figure

were the seme 82 thal for the Netion ssa whole--90 percent, Of
the wnits  existing In 1959 in the "suburban® portions of the
metropoliten areag, that iz, within SMSA's but scutside the cen-
tral cities, approximately 86 percent were clagslfied ag *same,”
A::é,mzmma‘z with 93 percent of the inventory inside the central
eitien.  With respect to the regions, the proportion of "pame®

1y

The flgure for the 1996 lnwventory,
wurwey gample, does not d1ffer slgnificantly from the 1956 figure

which is hased on the 1959

1r table 1 wileh ts bamed on the 1955 survey sample and was tran-
seribed from the 199 report (19%6 Natlonal Housing Inventery, Vol
wma ITT,  Charastieristics of the 1956 Inventory, United States and

)
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was 91 percent for the North Central Region and 92 percent for
‘the Northeast,

*New construction® during the period 1957-1959 represented
the largest source of housing added since 1956, Approximately
4,640,000 units, amounting to 8 percent of the 1959 inventory,
were built during the 3-year period and were still in existence
in 1989. This represents an annusl average of 1.5 million
newly constructed dwelling units over the 3-year period. For
the first 6 3/4 years of the decade, April 1950 to December
1986, the annual average was 1,6 million.?

? Based on data from the 1956 National Housing Inventory, Vol-
ume ¥, Components of Change 1950 to 1996, United States and Regions.
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The impact of “new construction® 1957 to 1959 on the hous-
ing inventory varied among the geographic subdivisions of the
Nation. In the *suburben® portions of the metropolitan areas,
newly constructed housing accounted for 12 percent of the 1959
inventory, compared with approximately 4 percent of the inven-
tory in central cities., Outside SMSA's, the proportion of new
construction units was 8 percent. Of the 4,540,000 new units
in the Nation, about 2,019,000 were constructed in the suburban
portions of the metropolitan areas, 661,000 were built inside
the central clties, and 1,860,000 outside the SMSA's.

Dwelling units constructed during the 3-year period con-
stituted approximately 10 percent of the 1959 inventory in the
South and West, 7 percent in the North Central Region, and
5 percent in the Northeagt. The largest volume of "new con-
struction" occurred in the South, where 1 3/4 million newly
constructed units were added during the 1957-1959 period.

About 600,000 dwelling units, or 1 percent of the 1959
inventory 1n the United States, were added through “other
sources" such as units added from nonresidentisl space, rooming
houses, or translent accommodations, or unite moved to site.
Roughly 350,000 of the 600,000 units added through “other
sources” were reported as units moved to site. For the United
States, units moved to site do not necessarily result in net
additions to the inventory since they presumably represent
units lost inthe locations from which they were moved (reported
as units moved from site &and included 1in the count of units
lost through “other means" in table B). However, wlth respect

to the various subareas (reglons, inside and outside SMBA's,
and ineide and outside central cities) units moved to and from
site may result in net changes 1f the units Involved in these
moves were originelly located in different areas.

The Componente of Chenge results permit analysls of the
effect of conversions and mergers on the housing supply. Con-
version refers to the creation of two or more dwelling units
from fewer unites through structural alterationor change in use.
There were 590,000 units in the United States in 1959 (teble A)
which had been produced by dividing 294,600 units that existed
in 1956 (table B). Generally, two units were crezted from one.
On the otr.* hand, merger refers to the combining of two or more
dwelling units into fewer units through structural slteretion
or change in use. About 396,000 units existingin 1959 (table A)
had been produced by combining &n estimated 739,000 units that
existed in 1956 {(teble B). Generally, one unit emerged from
every two that were combined., Units resulting from conversions
and mergers reprezented about 2 percent of the 1959 inventory,

A large part of the losses through mergers were offset by
gains through conversions. Approximately 383,000 units were
1lost from the total inventory as & result of merger and 295,000
were crested as & result of conversion (see teble C). There
were veriations in this pattern among the geographic subdivi-
sions. ‘The national averages of two units created from one
through conversion, and one unit emerging from two through
merger, held consistently for the four reglong and inside and
outside EMSA's.

Table B.--DISPOSITION OF THE 1956 HOUSING INVENTCRY

(Based on sample)

Unita changed by-- Units lost through-- Percent distritution
dwﬁimg “f‘ft‘: A1l Same | Units changed Units lost
£

Area units, 1956 and Conver- Merger Denoli- Other dwell- “‘1‘;‘5‘2' by-- hraugh--

19% 1959 &lon tion means uits, and conver-| . .o | Demoli-| Other
1956 1959 sion & tion meang

United SHBLEB,.evvuvees] 55,337,000 52,302,000 294,000 739,000 791,000 1,211,000 100,0 94,5 0.5 1.4 1.4 2.2
Inside SMSA'G.......s W 31,914,000 30,373,000 185,000 456,000 429,000 471,000 100, 0 95,2 0.6 1.4 1,3 1.5
In central cities,.., .| 16,577,000 15,662,000 125,000 314,000 270,000 206,000 100,0 94,5 0.8 1.9 1.6 1.2
Not in central citles,.....| 15,337,000 14,711,000 60,000 142,000 159,000 266,000 100,0 95,9 0.4 0.9 1.1 1.7
Outside BMSA'Bieevsnrsasas veo] 23,423,000 21,929,000 109,000 283,000 362,000 740,000 100,0 93,6 0.5 1.2 1.5 3.2
14,029,000 13,448,000 105,000 178,000 109,000 189,000 100.0 95,9 0.7 1.3 0.8 1.3
. .| 10,728,000 10,315,000 74,000 137,000 78,000 124,000 100.0 96,1 0.7 1,3 0.7 1.2
Outside SMSA'H.vewerss veenes ' 3,301,000 3,134,000 31,000 41,000 31,000 65,000 100,0 94,9 0.9 1,2 1.0 2.0
North Centrfle..sissscass| 15,925,000 15,143,000 77,000 263,000 173,000 262,000 100,0 95,1 0.5 L6 1.1 1.7
Ingide SMSATS,0ii0u0nnsss 8,748,000 8,289,000 45,000 175,000 116,000 123,000 100.0 94,8 0.5 2,0 1,3 1.4
Outside SMSA'Bususarssrecenss 7,177,000 6,855,000 31,000 88,000 58,000 146,000 100.0 95,5 0,5 1.2 0.8 2.0
16,730,000 15,571,000 81,000 242,000 354,000 482,000 100.0 93,1 0.5 1.4 2,1 2.9
6,959,000 6,554,000 42,000 117,000 135,000 111,000 100.0 94,2 0.6 1.7 1.9 1.6
9,771,000 9,017,000 39,000 126,000 219,000 371,000 100,0 92.3 0.4 1,3 2,2 3,8
8,652,000 8,140,000 32,000 56,000 154,000 271,000 100,0 941 0.4 0.6 1.8 3,1
Ingide SMSA'E,00eerrsrinanss 5,478,000 5,216,000 24,000 27,000 100,000 112,000 100.0 95.2 0.4 0.5 1.8 2.1
Outside SMSA'Sueuveenerronens 3,174,000 2,924,000 8,000 29,000 54,000 159,000 100.0 22,1 0.3 0.9 1.7 5.0
Table B, which describes the disposition of the 1956 in- 2 percent of the 1956 inventory. Approximately three-fifths of
ventory, shows that the 52,300,000 “same" units constituted the losses through ‘“other mesns® were in the nonmetropoliten

about 95 percent of the 1956 inventory. Thus, only 5 percent
of the Nation's 1956 dwelling unite were reported as demolished,
lost through other means, converted, or merged for the 3-year
period,

Losses through "demolition® amounted to 791,000 units, or
about 1 1/2 percent of the 1956 inventory. Demolitions occurred
more frequently in the South and West than in the Northeast
and North Central Regions. Of the 791,000 units in the Nation
that were demolished, neerly one-half (45 percent) were in the
South,

Units loat through “other means® (were destroyed by fire
or flood; became unfit for humsn habitation; were changed to
nonresidential uses, rooming houses, oOr transient accommoda-
tions; or were moved from site) amounted to 1,211,000 units or

territory. (For the effect on net change of units moved to
and from site, see discussion of table A with respect to units
added through "other sources.")

in teble C which summarize net
changes in the housing inventory, are derived from tables A
and B. New construction, conversion, and other sources added
about 5,437,000 dwelling units to the 1956 inventory in the
United States, or an mverage rate of galn of about 3.3 percent
a year over the 1956 inventory. On the other hand, demolitions,
mergers, and other losses removed approximately 2,385,000
dwelling units from the 1956 inventory, Or an average rate of
loss of about 1.4 percent & year, Thus, for every two units
that were added to the inventory during the 3-year period,

Net change.--The figures



Table C,--NET CHANGES IN HOUSING INVENTORY, 1956 TO 1959

(Based on sample)

Components of Inventory Change—1957 to 1959 Components

&1 dvelilng units Net change
Total Units added throughe- Unite lost through--
Aroa .
Dusenber Decenber 1 Demoli- Other
d - Conver- | New con- | Other Tote Merger
o5 9% Hunbar iz;t idngé aion struction |sources lost e tion means
83 91,000 1,211
Unkted 8680808, 000vansoa] 98,388 ,0000 55,337,000 3,052,000 8.5]| 5,437,000} 295,000 4,540,000{ 601,000] 2,385,000 340:882 17.29,000 ,471,000
B e Setianr e | LATR0000 31, 906,000| 2,985,001 6.2]| 3,105,000/ 196,000| 2,680,000/ 229,000) 1,140,000 240,000 429,000 206,000
oo silen | 10895,00 152 mrio00] nearionl 10l 2,800| erioa| 2ouson0| sEic00|  4on000| 66,000 149,000 266,000
A in semtral eitles,...ere..] 17,024,000 15,337.000| 1,687 of 2 , ,019,
Dtotde SBAB e 2,50m,0000 23 43,000| 1,086,0000  weefl 233,000 99,000| 1,860,000{ 372,000 1,245,000] 243,000 3e2,000| 740,000
389,000) 91,000 109,000 189,000
BOrUOBIE s nvasorerenesenans| 16,607,000] 14,009,0000 577,000 41l sev,000) 93,0000  ves,000| es,000 ,
Instde SEA 11 eenn el u,ui,000] 10,728,000 asa,000] 3.6l es6,000(  €9,000]  532,000] 56,000 23,000/ 7L,000( 78,000 124,000
Ditolde BHBA'S,0unasneensaranes] 5,495,000 3,300,0000 1ws,000| 59| a0,000)| 24000  256,000] 30,000| 116, y , .
HOPUR BOTTTELy vassravranene] 16,706,000 15,925,000 781,000 4,94 1,363,000 81,000] 1,106,000] 175,000 58[21000 1;?:8% ﬂg:ggg ig‘;,ggg
Inpide SBA'Hs . userisreerinaena)  9,208,0000  8,748,0000  540,000]  6.2] 874,000f  54,000f  756,000] 64,000) 334,000 w000 58,000 148,000
OULEldn BBA S, vanseesienennnnn|  ,418,0000  7,177,000{ 241,000] 3.4] 4asoc0f 27000]  3so,000| 1,000  28.000( a4 f ’
; 960,000(] 124,000( 354,000| 482,000
Ko ssserunacnsnsoenennene| 17,789,0000 16,730,000] 1,009,000 6.3 2,009,000 e9,000| 1,726,000| 204,000 , , , ,
mzﬁ?mys.........:.....m. 7,563,0000 "6,99,000| 584,000 .4l Eo0,000 49,000 796,000] 45,000 307,000 60,000| 135,000| 1137000
Outeide MEAGL ovurininniannn| 10,268,0000 9,770,000 475,000( 48| 1,029,000 40,000 930,000] 159,000|  6s3;000( e4,000| z19,000|  371.000
: ooo| 27,000
VoBheseanensiinrnnaeneana]  9,287,0000  8,652,000]  e3s,00)  w3f 108,000 32,0000 920,00 13m,000]  4s3,000( 28,000 154, ,
Inalds BBl ee| 5,936,000 5,478,000]  as8,000] 614l 6B4i000||  26,000] 596,000 84,000] 226,000  14,000] 100,000 112,000
Outalde SEA'Se.rvviosieeniannna]  3,300,0000  3,174,0000  177,00)  sief  404,000[f  8,000] 324,000] 73,000 227,000 15,000 54,000| 159,000

slightly less than one unlt of the exlsting sUpply was removed,
The resulting net incresse of 3,062,000 units in the Nation
Tepresente an average annual gain of approximately 1,0 million
units over the perlod of 3 years. In compariscn, Tor the 6 3/4-
yesr period, April 1950 to December 1956, the average annual
gain was 1.4 million.® The smaller saversge for the 3-year
period reflects, among other factors, an increase in demolitions
during the latter part of the decade.

Within the Nation'sE metropoliten areas, growth for the
1957.195¢ period was much greater outeide then inside the cen-
tral citles, Cutmide the central cities there wag & net in-
cremge of 11 percent over the 1956 housing inventory compared
with & percent inside the central cities, In the nonmetropolitan
territory, the net percentage increase was 5 percent.  Among
the reglons, growth since 1956 ranged from 4 percent in the
Northesst to 7 percent in the West.

Charecteristics of unlts created or removed.--A comparison
of the 1959 charscteristics of unite constructed in the J-year
period, 1957 4o 1959, with those built in the 6 3/4-year period,
April 1950 to December 1956, supggests possible differences be-
twgen unites bullt in the e8rly part of the decade end those con-
structed laver. (The 1959 characteristics of units constructed
during the 1950-1956 period are derived from unpublished taby-
latlons of the Decamber 1959 results.)

About, three-tenths of the newer unite (1957-1958 ™new
cenatruction®) had more then one bathroom; the medien number of
peramms wae 3.4, The median value of owner-occupied properties
was $16,200, Approximately one-half of the renter-occuplied
unlte were in B-or-more-unit structures.  Aveileble vacant
unite (for rept or for eele) smounted +o 10.8 percent of all
the newer unite. ¥With regpect to units that were congtructed
during the 1980.1956 reriod, approximmtely one-fifth had more
then one bathroom in 1959; the median mmber of persons was
.6, The medimn value of cwner-occupied properties was $15,000
in 1988,  About three-tenthe of the renter-occupied unite were
in giructures containing 5 or more unite, Approximately 2,7
pereent  of w1l the unite constructed during the earlier part
of the decmde were vacant units avallable for rent or for sale
in 1999,

Murked differences exigt between the cheracteristics of
unite congtructed during the 1957-1959 period and those removed
Trom the inventory since 1956 through *demolition” (teble D).

 pata from Volume 1 of the 1956 ¥ationel Housing Inventory,

Typicelly, newly constructed units tended to be of better quality
than unite which were demolished. Approximately nine-tenths
of the new units in the United States were not dilapidated and
had all plumbing Zfacilities (hot water, private tollet and
bath), and the median size was 4.9 rooms. Of the occupled new
units, three out of four were occupled by owners in 1959 and
the median value was $16,200. The medlan gross rent for the
new renter-occupied units was $94 per month. In contrast,
*demolition" tended to remove less desirable and poorer quality
housing. Only one-third of the demolished units were not dilap-
idated and had all plumbing Ffacilities in 1956, and the median
gize was 3,9 rooms, The bulk of the occupied units (about two
out of three) had been occupied by renters in 1956, and the
gross rent abv that time was $45. The median value of owner-
occupied units in 1956 was $7,800. Because of the relatively
emall numbers involved, however, the overall effect of demoli-
tions on the characteristics of the housing supply is limited,

Comparison of the characteristics of newly constructed
units with those existing.in the inventory as “same* indicates
that new units tended to be higher in rents and values +then
“same* units, New units were also more frequently owner occu-
pled and contained larger households.

The proportion of homeownership smong <the new occupled
units was 71 percent inside SMSA's compared with 82 percent
outside SMSA's. Rents end values of new units were higher in-
slde than outside the metropolitan areas. The median gross
monthly rent of newly constructed renter-occupled housing was
$96 inside SM3A's, compered with $84 outside SMSA's; the medians
for value of new owner-occupied properties were $17,300 and
$14,000, respectively. Virtuelly all (96 percent) of the new
unite inside SMSA's were not dilapidated and had all plumbing
facilitles compared with 84 percent of the new units in non-
metropolitan territory.

Within the SMSA’ 8, the incidence of homeownership among
newly built units was greater in the suburben areas than inside
the central citles. Outside the central cities, eight out of
ten new units were owner occupiedin 1959, but inside the cities
only one-half were owner occupled. Approximately 1,367 ,000 new
owner-occupled units were constructed during 1957-1959 in the
guburban ring, compared with 256,000 inside the central cities.
About 372,000 renter-occupied units were constricted outside
the central cities and 284,000 inside these cities, The median
values of new owner-occupied properties were $17,000 outside
the central cities ang $18,900 in the central cities; the cor-
responding monthly gross rent mediens wers $92 and $102. 'The
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Table D.-~5UMMARY CHARACTERISTICS OF SELECTED GOMPONENTS OF CHANGE, 1959 AND 1956
(Basad on sample, Percent and medien not shown where base 1s Insufficient; see text)
1959 1956t 1959 19561 1959 19561
Aree end cubject New con Demol W 11 Demols
= - o & con- Demoli- New con- -
struetion Same tion SRmE struction Seme tiom Same atruetion Same tion Sane
Total Inside SMSA's Outefde SMSA's
UNITED STATES
Total number of Unit8,u.iceesnreseaveren| #4,540,000] 52,302,000] 791,000 52,302,000 2,680,000] 30,373 4, 3,0001 1,860,000! 21,929
Percent not dilﬂpidated, With’al]. 2% 902, 3) 22,302, , 680, 5,373,000 29,000 30,373, ,860, 5929,000( 362,000 21,929,000
facilities,vsa.s . 90,8 80,1 36,2 TR 95, 90,2 45,7 83.7 83,7 66,1 24,8 62,7
Al cceupled Mit8, . svivaessannnanensss| 3,730,000 47,813,000 466,000 45,791,000{ 2,268,000 28,927,000{ 277,000{ 27,737,000] 1,462,000| 18,886,000{ 189,000| 18,054,000
Percent with 1,0l or more persons
PEL TOOMissansnnssnsosncerssnneses 9,1 1.4 22,0 1l.2 7.3 10,4 23.1 9.9 12.0 12,8 20.3 13.2
. diPercent owner oceupled,s.ivsrnessns 75.4 61.8 32,4 €2,0 71.1 53,3 34,1 9.5 82,0 65,7 29,9 65.8
ledlan:
Number of rOOME,..sverssersscoascnnes 4.9 4,9 3.9 4.8 5.0 4,9 4,0 48 4,9 4,9 3.9 4,9
Number of persons, 3.4 2.9 2.9 3.0 3,5 2.9 2.7 3.0 3.4 3,0 3,1 3.0
$16,200 $11,700 $7,800 $11,200 17,300 $13,500 $11,000 $12,400 $14,000 $8,500 wee $8,500
. $94 $69 $45 $% 873 $49 $68 334 $56 $4L $h4
Contract rent.......................- $86 $56 §37 $54 $89 $62 $41 $58 B9 $43 $31 $42
NORTHEAST
Total nUTber Of UBLtS.eesrsrereerenenss 788,000 13,448,000] 109,000] 13,448,000 532,000| 10,315,000] 78,000 10,215,000 256,000] 3,134,000] 31,000 3,134,000
Percent not dilapidated, with all
facilitdes,vsuveerscesanconiasesas 93,5 88.7 50,6 87,4 96.3 91,8 52.9 90,2 87.9 8.6 wen 78.2
AL1 cccupled UnitBeiessiensanssessannns 682,000| 12,447,000 7e,000| 12,022,000 462,000  9,910,000] 58,000] 9,543,000 220,000] 2,537,000] 18,000| 2,479,000
Percent with 1.0L or more persons
PEX TOOM.4yqensss 3.8 8.4 24,7 8,3 3.9 8.4 24,7 8.5 3,5 8,3 7.2
" diPercent ouwner oeey; 86,1 56,3 26.0 56,2 81,3 52,3 23,6 52,4 96,1 71,8 e 70.3
ledlan;
Number of rooms..... 5.5 5.1 4,7 5,1 5ok 5.0 4,7 5,0 5.8 5.5 “re 5.5
Number of persons. 3.5 3,0 3.3 3.0 3,7 2.9 2.9 3,0 3.1 3.1 3.2
Velues.essesrenans $18,300 $13,300 $12,000 $18,400 $14,200 ver §12,800 £18,300 $11,000 $10,000
Gross rent., . $113 $71. $48 364 FARE:) 372 $46 $65 e $64 “ee 359
Contract rendiciereccsnnsancinensaoas $103 $58 $34 $53 3108 $60 $34 $54 ons 347 .ew $43
NORTH CENTRAL
Total mumber of WALEE,.versnerrseseoaes| 1,306,000] 15,143,000] 172,000| 15,143,000 756,000| 8,289,000| 116,000| &,289,000 350,000] 6,855,000] 58,000{ 6,855,000
Percent not, dilapidated, with all
facilities.... . . . 92,7 45,7 7.1 98,6 89,0 49,8 . Ba.8 79. 68,3 37,9 63,1
A1) occupled unité..,... v 904,000{ 13,922,000 109,000} 13,593,000 637,000{  7,908,000] 81,000| 7,675,000 267,000| 6,013,000f 29,000| 5,918,
Percent with 1,0 or mare persans
PEr TOOMysssesesesoasoarsssassonas 10.5 9.3 17.8 3.3 9.6 10,1 15,6 9.8 12,8 8.4 e 8.8
Percent owner cocupied....iiieesnas B4.6 67,7 34,1 66.9 84,2 65,1 38,9 64,3 85.6 7,1 v 70.2
Medlen:
Number Of TOOMB,.ecesarecsservonnanse 5.0 5.1 4.0 5.0 5,1 4,9 3.7 4,9 4,8 5,3 4.3 5.3
Number of persons, vvess 3.6 2.9 2.8 2.9 3.6 2.9 2.6 3,0 3.5 2.8 e 2.9
Value,... . 17,100 $12,100 aee $11,600 $17,500 $14,000 see $13,400 $15,400 $8,700 “ee $8,700
. $92 $74 $59 $69 $95 $80 $57 $74 .. $59 e $56
reves 76 $61 $49 58 $18 $69 349 366 vae $45 aee $43
SOUTH
Total number of UBLt8.sssssessssessenss| 1,726,000} 15,571,000| 354,000{ 15,571,000 796,000 6,554,000 135,000 6,554,000 930,000 9,017,000 219,000 9,017,000
Percent not dilapidated, with all -
fa0dlitdeBsceeciinceasacinasinnns 85,8 &7.8 23,5 65,5 89,8 85,2 30,0 85,7 82, 55,2 19,5 51,1
A1l cccupled UNIbE..essseseenrvinoennes| 1,362,000 13,956,000{ 182,000 13,080,000 655,000 6,112,000 75,000} 5,705,000 707,000 7,844,000} 107,001 7,371,000
Percent with 1.0l or more persons
PET TOOM.ivasecnsssnnsanassonnsnns 10.5 15.8 28,0 16.0 7.0 L4 3.8 13,6 13.8 16,2 25,3 17.9
Percent owner ocoupled, TL, 4] 6.5 29,9 62,1 59,9 60.8 25,3 6l.6 82.0 62,2 33,1 62.5
Median;
Number of IOOMB..esssenss 4,8 4.7 3.7 4.7 7 4.8 3,1 4.8 4,9 L] 3.9 Ly
Number of persona, 3,5 3.0 3,3 3.1 3.3 31 2.8 3.1 3,6 3,0 3.4 3.1
Valu€ieaneannsne $13,4001 $9,100( $5,000- $9,100 315,000 $11,000 ver $1.0,600 $11,400 $7,000 vee $7,000
GroB8 Telteseeerconares $87 $58 $35 $55 $89 $67 39 $63 $7 $46 $31 45
CORtract Teteesevssrscnosransansanes $73 346 $29 $45 $81 $55 £33 $53 $56 $40- $24 $34
WEST
Total number of undte..iciessisisonsnee 920,000 2,140,000] 154,000 8,140,000 596,000 5,216,000] 100,000 5,216,000 324,000 2,924,000 54,000| 2,924,000
Percent not dilapidated, with all
feeilitien, .ievecveearncsnsnarsans 95,6 20,4 44,0 50,2 99,2 95,5 56,5 Q5,1 88,8 -3 19,7 81,2
783,000| 7,488,000 100,000 7,097,000 514,000{ 4,997,000 64,000 4,811,000 268,000 2,491,000]  35,000| 2,287,000
Percent with 1.0l or more
PET TOOMusvevansaansnenssnssasaatn 9.6 11,9 13,4 1.0 7.6 10,1 20.8 8.6 13.3 15,5 e 16,1
Percent owner occupied...esssescses 62,3 60,6 40, 62,2 59.9 62,2 47.8 £3,3 66,9 57,4 ses 59,8
Median:
Number of roomS.ssiececss 4,6 4.6 3,9 LX) &7 “4.7 Lo 4,7 4,6 byt 2.5- 4,3
RNumber of persons, 3.2 2,8 2.2 2.9 3,2 2.8 2,6 2.8 3.2 2,8 e 3.1
Valu€.ssareasans $17,200 $13, $11,700 $12,100 $18,800 $14,600| $12,700 §12,900 $14,800 $10,300 ‘oo $10,300
Gross rent,,, $99 $51 569 $99 374 $63 $70 $104 e
Contract rent,,, crsecres $95 $63 $47 $62 $94 $66 $51 $64 3100 $55 ves $55
Inside SMBA's-~Total Ingide SMSA's--In central clties Inside SMIA'g--Not in central cities
UNITED STATES
Totel number of UDIbE...eseseesneonesee] 2,680,000] 30,373,000 429,000| 30,373,000 661,000| 15,662,000 270,000] 15,662,000f 2,019,000] 14,711,000| 1353,000| 14,711,000
Percent not dilapidated, with all
facilitieB.ssvararness arane o7 90,2 45,7 89.7 98,3 90,3 43,9 89,2 94,8 90,2 48,6 90,2
ALL ocoupied UNItB...eennserrrereransss| 2,268,000 28,927,000( 277,000f 27,737,000 540,0001 14,549,000] 177,000} 14,629,000] 1,729,000 13,978,000| 100,000( 13,108,000
Percent with 1,01 or more peracns
PET TOOMuussessvasunvennsrasensnns 7.3 10,4 23,1 2.9 6.4 10.3 24,0 10,1 7.5 10.6 21,5 9.8
Percent owner cccupied.ssasicvesses 71,1 59,3 3541 59,5 4.4 41,5 22,2 “B,4 78.5 71,9 55,0 71.9
Median;
Rumber of TOOMB..evsessssossnsrscsses 5.0 4,9 4.0 4,8 4,1 4B 3.6 4,6 5.1 51 4.3 5.0
Rumber of persons, ., 3.5 2,9 2,7 3.0 2.6 2.6 2.7 2,7 3.6 3.3 27 3,3
Value,.sao $17,300 $13,500] $11,000 $12,400 $18,900 $12,000 aed] $11.,300 $17,000 ¥14,400]  $11,100 £13,400
Gross rent.. $96 $73 $439 $102 37 P51 66 $92 $76 $36 $72
Contract Telbe.cecesassssnssarnnsnsns 389 $62 $41 $58 $94 362 $43 $57 $86 $63 336 $61

1 pata on characteristics based en units with 1956 records avallable,




22 Components of Inventory Change—1957 to 1959 Components

Ot new unlte outslde the centrsl cities that were not
d and ned 811 plumblog facilities wag mbout the game
ug that ingide thess oitles--95 and 98 percent, respectively.
About, BE percent of the 3,730,000 households in the Unlted
Btates reslding in unite newly construsted during the 1967-1989
perliod were houmeholds with *male hesd, wite present, no non-
relativ {vable E), Husband-wife households with no nonrela-
tives were more prevelent in tew owner units than in new renter
unita.  Approximetely nine-tenths of the new owner units were
encupled by families In thie catemory, compared with two-thirds
of the renter unlte (table B), Households in new OWIter pProper-

propertd
dilapicd

tles were wlso murkedly larger in teyms of numher of persons

than the new renter households, The mediag number of persong
in newly constructed owner-occupied units in the Uni?ed States
was 3.7 compared with 2.5 persons in new renter-occupied unitg,
Larger households and husband-wife familles with no non-
relatives were more frequently living in the larger units con-
structed in the 3-year period than in the smaller units. For
example, the median number of persons was 1.6 for households in
in newly constructed 1- and 2-room units; +the median was 4.1
persong  for households 1n new unite having 7 rooms or more,
8imilarly, households with "male head, wife Present, no non-
relatives" constituted 37 percent of the households in 1- ang
2-room units and 93 percent of those in 7-or-more-room units,

Teble E,--NEW COMSTRUCTION UNITS: CHARACTERISTICS BY NUMBER OF ROOMS, 1959

(Baged on sample)

7 rooma
SabJeat Total P2 3 roous 4 Tooms 5 xooms 6 rooms o o
48,000 1,391,000 [ 940,000 552,000
TOBAL WNLLEessrmsseraeraeennsnrssnarnoance o 4,y 540,000 384,000 425,000 848,
Not dllapldated, with all plumbing faczlitiea:..... 4,1215303 259agog 365ég0g 707§gog 1,343§202 91653?2 53252?g
VIt more somn fmn:m::f:::::f:.':f.'f:.':.'.'f::.'f: 1,460,000 4,000 5,000 46,000 404,000 347,000 455,000
B O T P 32.2 1.0 1,2 5.4 29.0 2 2,
) ; 1,100,000 818,000 490,000
Onmupled Wite,uinuniiiisrrinisrnrnrsecnnnnes 3,730,000 281,000 327,000 714,000 100, ; B
With male ﬁem, wife prepent, no nonrelatives,.,.,. 3:219:000 103,000 221,000 614,000 1,036,000 781‘3000 4536g00
Paroent of ceeupled............ Crreraraainaesen 86,3 36,6 69,4 86.0 94,2 5.4 o
Hadlin Mlber of POPBINZ, v vrrsevannsansnnonnnrenys 34 1.6 2.2 3.1 3.7 4,0 41

Of the dwelling units in the United States which were lost
through “demolition,” approximetely 64 percent were dilapidated
or lacked some plumbing facilities in 1956 (tsble D), In stand-
ard metropolitan statisticsl erens, D4 percent of the demol-
ished wiits were in this category in 1956, while the comparable
figure outeide the metropolitan areas was 75 percent., The pro-
portiong  of demolighed units that were dilepidated or lacked
plumbing facilities runged from 49 percent in the Northeast to
76 percent in the South.

Avproximately 68 percent of the 466,000 occupied units
that were demoliened during the 1957 to 1989 period had Dbeen
renter-cocupied In 1956 (table 3). Tnside central cities of
BMBA's, 78 percent of the demolished units had been renter occu-
pled, compared with 48 percent putside the central cities, The
proportion cutside SMSA's was 70 percent.,

About one-fifth of the oceupled units in the United States
that were demoliashed during the 19%7.1959 period had been occu-
pled by nonwhite househelds in 19563 the comparable Tigure for
total norwhiite-occupied housing ag a propertion of all opcou-
pied unlvs in the Nation was approximately one-tenth in 1966,
Approximately thres-fifths of the demolished units that had
been vocupied by nonwhite households were located in the cen-
tral clties of the asA's,

Of the 707,000 occupied dwelling units in the United States
which were lopt through *other meang,* an estimated 398,000
(86 percent) had been renter-occupied in 1956 (table 3). The
Proportiong were approximately 59 percent inside and B4 percent
sutglde mtendard metropolitan statistical areas,

Avproximately 61 rercent of all units lost through *other
menns® were reported ag dilspidated or lacking some Plumbing
Tacilities in 1966, These proportions were 48 percent inside
RBA's  and 69 percent outride the metropolitan areas. Units
dllapidated or lacking plumbing fecilitieg constituted about
threg-fourths  of the unite lost through other means in the
Bouth, roughly three-f1fths 1n the North Central Region, and
one-nall in the Northesst sng the West,

Unite involved 1n "convergion® or *merger*® had a limited
effect on the characteriptics of the inventory because of
the relatively  gaall rumbers  of units Involved, The procesgs
of *oonversion® tended to add units 40 the renter supply,

while leuving the number of owner-oceuplied units esgentially

unchenged, In 1956, there were approximetely 155,000 owner-
occupied units, 90,000 renter-occupied units, and 29,000 vacant
units of all types in the United States that were involved
in conversion during the 1957 +o 1969 period (table 3). In
1989, the converted units consigted of 170,000 owner-occupied
units, 349,000 renter-occupled units, and 70,000 vacant units
(table 2), .

The effect of the procesg of "merger" on renter housing
was the reverse of that caused by conversion, Overall, mergers
tended to remove units from the renter supply, while leaving
the number of owner-occupied units unchanged, In 19566, there
were about 216,000 owner-occupied units, 380,000 renter-occupied
units, and 119,000 vacent units of all types in the United
States that were involved in merger 1957 to 1959 (table 3).
In 1959, the merged units consisted of 212,000 owner-occupied
unite, 121,000 renter-occupied units, and 23,000 vacent units
(table 2),

Characteristics of same units.--Information on *seme* units
is of special interest because it casts 1ight on the utiliza-
tion, quality, and financial characteristics of given dwelling
units over the 3-year perlod. Tables 4 to 7 present the 1956
characteristics cross-tabulated by the 1959 characteristics for
tenure and color, condition and plumbing facilitles, values,
end rents, The data 1in the upper portions of tables 4 to 7
are presented for all units which were “same* for the 1957 to
1959 period, regardless of their status for the prior period
(1950 to 1956) covered in the 1956 National Housing Inventory.
The lower portions of tables a to 7 are restricted to units
which were “same" 1957 to 1959 and which were also *same" 1950
to 1956,

Changes in tenure occurred in a sizable number of units in
the Nation.  About 2,136,000 units or 8 percent of the 1956
owner-occupied group 'in the United States were renter occupied
in 1959,  Conversely, about 1,923,000 units or 11 percent of
the 1956 renter-occupied units became owner occupied by 1959.
The overall homeownersnip rate, however, was at approximately
the seme level in 1956 and 1959,

The major source of additional housing for nonwhite house-
holds between 1956 ang 1959 was housing that was formerly occu-
pled by white households~-approximately 661,000 units in the
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United States came from thls source. Such units eccounted for
16 percent of the "same" units occupied by nonwhite households
in 1959 (table 4)., The overall 1959 count of units occupied by
nonwhite households, however, did not increase significently
since 1956 due to the offsetting effects of all the changes
that had occurred in the nonwhite-occupied inventory, i.e.,
additions, losses, and shifts in color occupancy during the
1967-1959 period.

Inside SMSA's, 20 percent of the units occupied by nonwhite
households in 1959 had been occupied by white households in 1956
compared with only 9 percent outeide SMSA's. Among the regions,
the proportions of units occupied by nonwhite households 1n
1959 that had been occupied by white households in 1956 were
8 percent for the South, 21 percent for the West, 26 percent for
the North Central Region, and 27 percent for the Northeast.

About 237,000 units in the United States occupled by non-
whites in 1956 were occupied by white households by 1959. This
number accounted for only 0.6 percent of the "same® units occu-
pied by white households in 1959,

With respect %o condition and plumbing facilities, the
overall quality of “same™ units in 1959 showed improvement over
1956 (table 5). Nevertheless, some downgrading as well as
upgrading took place. In the United States, about 2,596,000
units were upgraded from "lacking some or all facilities or
dilapidated* to “not dilapidated, with all plumbing facilities*
between 1956 and 1959. During the seme period, about 1,549,000
units were downgraded from *not dilapidated, with all plumbing
facilities" to "lacking some or all plumbing facilities or di-
lapidated.* For the Nation as & whole, improvement was greater
for units that were owner occupied in 1956 than for those that
were renter occupled.

The cross-tebulations of 1956 and 1959 rents and values
(tables 6 and 7) illustrate rent and value changes for “same"
units during the 1957-1959 period, These unite are not neces-
sarily identical with respect to facilities, services, equip-
ment, or condition, The median gross monthly rent Ifor the
United States for “same* units which were renter occupled in
1956 and 1959 (and for which rent was reported in both periods)
increased from $63 in 1956 to $68 in 1959. Inside SMSA's, the
median gross monthly rent increased from $66 To $71; outside
SMSA's, the mediens were $54 in 1956 and $58 in 1959. Table F
summarizes changes 1in rent for the United States with respect
to units for which gross rent was reported in both periods.

Table F,--SAME UNITS: CHANGES IN GROSS RENT, 1956 TO 1959

(Based on sample. FPercent distribution)

In lover | In same In higher
clrgs class clags
1956 gross rent Totel interval | intervel interval
in 1959 in 1959 in 1959
Less than $40...ueveses eerraraseres 100,0 ves 64,4 35.6
$40 to $5%.... 100,0 6.7 58.3 35.0
$60 to $79.. 100,0 11.6 63,0 25,4
$80 to $99%.... 100.0 14,6 62,2 23,2
$100 OF MOTEusssaversssnsttvosnasses 100.0 16,3 83,7 .

Values reported for gwner-occupled properties also showed
zn overall increase. For the United States, the median velue
for “same* units which were occupied by owners in 1956 and 1959
(and for which value was reported in both periods) increased
from $11,400 in 1956 +to $12,100 in 1959. The median velue of
owner-occupled properties incremsed inside SMSA's from $12,500
in 1956 +to $13,600 in 1%59 while outside SMSA's the medians
were approximately the same--$8,700 and $8,900, respectively.
Table G summarizes changes in value for the United States with
respect to units for which value was reported in both perieds.

Table G,-~SAME UNITS: CHANGES IN VALUE, 1956 TO 195%

(Baced on semple, Percemt distribution)

In lower | In same In higher

class class class
1936 value Total interval | interval interval

in 1959 in 1959 in 1959
Legs than $5,000... 100,0 70,4 29,6
$5,000 to $9,900. 100,0 8.7 66,5 24,8
$10,000 to $14,900 100,0 14.2 64,3 21.7
$15,000 to $19,900. 100.0 22,4 59,6 18.0
$20,000 to $24,900..,.. vensenes 100,0 36,3 42,1 21.6
$25,000 OF MOT€4sisicserssenannes 100,0 27.4 2.6 e

The median gross rent for the United States for units that
were "same 1950, 1956, and 1959 (for which rent was reported
in 1956 and 1959) was $62 in 1956 and $67 in 1959, The corre-
sponding medians for velue of owner-occupled units were $10,300
in 1956 and $10,700 in 1959 (tebles 6 and 7),

The characteristics of *seme" units presented in the upper
portions of tables 4 to 7, as well as the 1956 characteristics
of the components in table 3, are restricted to units for which
the 1956 characteristics were available,  Therefore, the num-
bers shown Zfor the characteristics of these units tend to be
underestimates, For exsmple, for approximately 2.2 million
(4 percent) of the 52.3 million dwelling units in the United
Stetes reported as “same units 1956 and 1959," the 1956 char-
acteristice were not available ({e.g., units which were missed
in the 1956 enumeration or units for which insufflclent data
were obtained by the 1956 emmerators). The percentages, how-
ever, would not be affected if the units with no 1956 data are
distributed in the seme menner as the unite for which the 1966
date are available. With respect +to the Jlower portions of
tables 4 to 7, the figures tend to be underestimates because
the characteristics are only for unitg for which both the 19566
survey and the 1950 Census data were available. The number of
dwelling units in the United Stetes that were "same units 1950,
1956, end 1959 for which the 1966 and/or 1950 cheracteristics
were not available is estimated to fall between 4.5 and 6.0
million units, The data in tables 4 to 7, although underesti-
mates, provide indications of magnitude (possibly minimum esti-
mates) of the volume of chenges among these units during the
3-year period., (See alsc “Summary of Findings" in Part 14-1 of
Volume IV for discussion of “seme® units 1956C to 1959 for which
1950 Census data were not avallable.)
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